
 

 

 

  

  

   

  

 

  

Our 20 Favourite Crime Prevention Tips for 

Retirement Communities 

1. Install a peep-hole in your front door & install the brightest lightbulb in the light outside 

your front door. 

 

2. Don’t rely on flyscreens as security doors. 

 

3. Lock your doors when inside. Don’t unlock and/or open your front door in preparation 

for a visitor/tradesman. 

 

4. Fit keyed locks on sliding doors /windows. Alternative holes can allow a locked-while-

open position for ventilation.  

 

5. Photograph jewellery and precious items. Place a rule adjacent to the item for scale. 

 

6. Engrave all valuable items with an identifying number. An engraver is available for loan 

from your crime prevention officer.  For delicate items such as phones, use an Ultra-

Violet marker pen. 

 

7. Keep a torch and phone by the bed. Pre-programme emergency numbers into the 

phone — PTO for contact numbers. 

 

8. If you are travelling at night, please plan your trip & parking arrangements carefully. 

Refer to public transport timetables to avoid waits. Park in well-lit areas. Travel as a 

group. 

 

9. Please always feel you can ask for help! You have probably helped others all your 

life—it’s your turn to be offered assistance, to be comfortable, happy and safe. 

 

10. Report everything! If you see anything suspicious, or witness a crime, no matter how 

small and seemingly insignificant, please tell the Police. 

FOR EMERGENCIES (Including anyone on your property)                                          000                                       
TO REPORT ANYTHING SUSPICIOUS (Crime Stoppers)  1800 333 000 
TO REPORT NON-EMERGENCY CRIME (Police Assistance Line)          131 444 
IF YOU’RE NOT SURE (Hornsby Police Station)                9476 979 
TTY—To ask for Police, type PPP   106 
SPEAK AND LISTEN     000 
 1800 555 

   ENGLISH 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This information was compiled by volunteers with Neighbourhood Watch within Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby.  Please 

contact your Crime Prevention Officer (CPO) at Hornsby Police Station for more information. Phone: 9476 9799.  

Tips and other resources are available to download free from the Neighbourhood Watch in Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby 

website: au-NHWKuringgaiHornsby.org/Tips/.  

See also the community’s one-stop-shop of crime prevention information: WatchOut.org.au.   

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter or at our website.  Contact us at: NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com. 
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11. Use ATMS inside the bank. Take your time.  If you are worried about someone nearby, 

cancel the transaction. Hide that cash! Don’t advertise the fact that you have money. 

Did you know some supermarkets will let you take out $50 with no purchase 

necessary? 

 

12. When out shopping, keep your handbag zipped-up & with you at all times. Do not be 

tempted to leave it in a shopping trolley.   

It only takes a second for a thief to steal your purse. 

 

13. Say ’no’ to tele-marketers, ‘cold-callers’, or people wanting any personal details on the 

phone. 

 

14. place your phone number(s) on the ‘do not call register’: www.donotcall.gov.au 

 

15. Clear your mailbox regularly.  Accept help from a trusted neighbour, if needed. 

 

16. If you use a computer, always use an up-to-date security system and firewall software. 

If you don’t understand that last statement, then get a young relative or friend to 

explain—it’s important. The ku-ring-gai neighbourhood centre [9988 4966] and the 

shed [9983 9732] offer free ‘broadband for seniors’ computer tuition. 

 

17. Get yourself a copy of ‘the little black book of scams’ from www.scamwatch.gov.au. 

 

18. Be a good neighbour. ‘Buddy-up’ with a neighbour. Have a signal that you are ok, such 

as opening your curtains in the morning. 

 

19. Take care when answering the door after sun-down.  

 

20. Know your phone numbers. Ensure they are ready and available in your phone. Include 

an ice number (in case of emergencies) for access by emergency services. 
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