
 

Crime Prevention in Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby                      View this email in your browser 
 

  

 

 

Neighbourhood Watch in 

Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby 
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This weekly eNewsletter is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a service for 
residents in Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby council areas. The eNewsletter is a new type of 
Neighbourhood Watch; utilising the available technology to keep people more connected 
and up-to-date with local crime and safety issues.  
 
The eNewsletter includes a selection of posts from our local police at the Ku-ring-gai PAC 
Facebook page (also known as 'eyewatch'), primarily for those not familiar 
with Facebook. We add anything interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch point-of-view - 
this could be a local newspaper article, a roadwork warning, crime prevention tip(s), an 
upcoming Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Q&As from residents, or an item from another 
Police command ("Crooks know no boundaries!"). 
 

 Have you seen anything we should share with the community? Please email our NHW in 
Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby volunteers. We do value your contributions and thank you for your 
support. 

 Please feel free to share/forward this eNewsletter with your friends, family, colleagues 
and neighbours. 

 Reading our eNewsletter for the first time? Click here to subscribe.  

 

https://mailchi.mp/a31446c12fff/heres-the-latest-enewsletter-giving-you-the-crime-update-for-ku-ring-gai-hornsby-2672871?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiPAC/
https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiPAC/
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=eNewsletter%20feedback
http://eepurl.com/dfOGJz


 

2 August, from Ku -ring -gai Command  

 

 

2 August, from Ku -ring -gai Command: Closure of Galston Gorge  

 

The stabilisation work will strengthen the retaining wall and is a preventative 

measure to reduce the chances of road closures in the future. 

To facilitate these works, there will be a full road closure of Galston Road 

between Hornsby Heights and Galston from Monday 8 August 2022 for a period 

of up to two months, weather permitting. 



 

Detours will be in place throughout the closure. Visual messaging signage will 

show detours and any changed conditions. 

Please allow extra time for travel and follow the direction of signage and keep to 

speed limits. 

For the latest traffic updates, call 132 701, visit site here. 

 

 

28 July, from Ku -ring -gai Command: If you receive an SMS message from 

number +61 444 444 444 with details about a missing person.   

These SMS messages are not a scam and are official text messages from the 

NSW Police Force as part of the geo-targeting alert system. 

 

 

27 July, from Ku -ring -gai Command:  Weôre not roadside mechanics. - 

NSW Ambulance   

If you arenôt experiencing a medical emergency, please seek out alternatives 

like a GP, a pharmacist or a registered nurse available 24 hours a day at 

HealthDirect on 1800 022 222.  

http://www.livetraffic.com/


 

Save a life- Save the line ï Save Triple Zero (000) for saving lives. Watch video 

here. 

 

 

27 July, from The Hills Police Area Command  

To help our really good friends the Ambo's help us all, please remember Save 

Triple Zero (000) for saving lives. This will help ensure that emergency services 

can help those most in need. 

 

 

27 July, from NSW Road Safety - NSW GOV  

If you hold a learner, P1 or P2 licence, you are not permitted to use a phone at 

all while driving or riding. 

https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiPAC/videos/4772845929481779


 

Keep your device in your glovebox or follow these tips.  

 

 

 

27 July, from NSW Road Safety - NSW GOV 

Trucks have four main blind spots. Do you know where they are? Check here. 

Watch 'Be Truck Aware' video here.  

 

26 July, from Ku -ring -gai Command: Just a reminder, school zones are 

in operation. Please take extra care on our roads.   

Å Look out for kids walking or riding to school 

Å Stick to the 40km/h speed limit in school zones  

Å Be ready to stop for pedestrians and follow directions from school crossing 

supervisors 

Å Always check your blind spots when reversing from a driveway or parking 

near schools  

Å Be aware of increased congestion around drop off and pick up areas 

https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/campaigns/be-truck-aware/index.html?
https://www.facebook.com/nswroadsafety/videos/1269273313610193


 

Å Leave plenty of space around school buses  

 

 

  

 

01 August, from NHW Ku -ring -gai Hornsby   



 

Summary Notes are available from the latest Neighbourhood Watch Ku-ring-gai 

& Hornsby volunteers meeting #34. Please email us for your copy: 

NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com. 

Thank you to Gay for her assistance with the notes and for organising the 

meetings. 

Thank you to the PCYC, Waitara for use of their meeting room. 

 

 

01 August, from NHW Ku -ring -gai Hornsby   

Please tell all your Spanish-speaking friends, colleagues, family and 

neighbours! 

Thank you to Ku-ring-gai Council for this translation into Spanish of the 

'Reporting Crime in Ku-ring-gai' flyer. It can be found on the Ku-ring-gai Council 

Website, Emergency page and has been uploaded to the Neighbourhood 

Watch Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby website Home page here. 

https://au-nhwkuringgaihornsby.org/


 

 

 



01 August, from NSW Police Force  

 

Missing Persons Week 2022 is being launched with a fresh appeal for public 

assistance to locate Brisbane woman Kathleen Riethmuller, whoôs been missing 

from Sydney for almost one year. 

On Thursday 28 October 2021, the belongings of Kathleen Riethmuller ï aged 

28 ï were located inside a backpack by a member of the public on Centennial 

Avenue at Lane Cove.  

Officers from North Shore Police Area Command were notified and commenced 

an investigation into her whereabouts.  

Inquiries have revealed Kathleen attended a retail store on Reserve Road, 

Artarmon, about 11.40am on Thursday 28 October 2021, before she was 



 

sighted again at 2.30pm the same day in North Sydney, wearing a long sleeve 

denim dress and black flat shoes.  

Police believe Kathleen may have travelled to Melbourne. 

As inquiries into Kathleenôs disappearance continue, police are renewing their 

appeal to the community to come forward with any information that may assist 

detectives with ongoing investigations. 

Missing Persons Week is an annual national campaign to raise awareness of 

the issues and impacts surrounding missing persons and runs between Sunday 

31 July and Saturday 6 August 2022. 

If you have been reported as missing it means that someone is concerned 

about your safety and welfare. It is not a crime to go missing. You should attend 

the nearest police station with identification so that Police can ascertain that you 

are safe and well. 

For more information on the campaign visit site here. 

 

 

30 July, Shared with permission from the Pymble and West Pymble 

Community group:   

Recently along CONGHAM rd our home vehicle was broken into and stolen 

from. Tonight we had an attempt encounter with the thieves. I would like this 

post to warn neighbours in west pymble and that a report has been made of the 

number plate that was driven and the police has notified they live within the 

area. DM me for more details, however I hope this doesnôt happen to anyone 

else and just sadly warning to lock all car doors and maybe invest in 

surveillance.  

Stay safe! 

 

http://www.missingpersons.gov.au/


 

30 July, from NSW Police Force: **UPDATE: A geo -targeted SMS alert has 

been issued for the Newcastle area ***  

 

Have you seen missing 71-year-old, Brian Dowsett? 

Brian boarded a north bound train at Lindfield Railway Station about 11.35am 

on Friday 29 July 2022.  

Police have since established Brian got off the train at Newcastle about 2.55pm 

and was last seen heading south towards Beresford Lane. 

Brian is described as being of Caucasian appearance, about 170cm tall, of 

medium build, with short grey hair on the sides, and a grey beard and 

moustache.  

As depicted, he was last seen wearing a long-sleeved navy jacket, dark 

tracksuit pants, and wearing a grey beanie and a face mask. 

Anyone with information into Brianôs whereabouts is urged to contact police or 

Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.  

More details here. 

 

https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/news/article?id=102517


30 July, from Australian Federal Police  

 

The Australian Federal Police has charged a Melbourne man, 24, with creating 

a global spyware tool purchased by domestic violence perpetrators and other 

criminals. 

What you should know: 

The man was 15 years old when he allegedly created spyware known as the 

Remote Access Trojan (RAT). Once the RAT was installed on a victimôs 

computer, users could control it and steal personal information or spy on them 

by turning on webcams and microphones. 

It will be alleged the Frankston man sold the spyware to more than 14,500 

individuals across 128 countries. It cost about AUD$35 (US$25) and it will be 

alleged the man made between $300,000 and $400,000 from sales.  

In a world first for any law enforcement agency, the AFP was able to identify 

the alleged Australian offenders who bought the RAT, and the Australian 

victims who were targeted. 



 

There were 201 individuals in Australia who bought the RAT. Of those we will 

allege 14 were respondents to domestic violence orders and one was listed on 

the Child Sex Offender Register. 

The man has been charged with multiple offences, including two counts of 

supplying data with intent to commit a computer offence. The maximum penalty 

for the combined offences is 20 yearsô imprisonment. 

If infected with the malware, you should disconnect your device from the 

network; install security software from a trustworthy source; run a full scan of 

your device using that software; change the passwords for your online 

accounts, check your banking activity and report anything unusual to your bank. 

You can also report to Report Cyber here. 

 

30 July, from NHW Ku -ring -gai Hornsby : Following on from our Frequently 

Asked Question (FAQ) #28:  

IS IT A LEGAL REQUIREMENT TO HAVE A VISIBLE HOUSE NUMBER ON 

MY HOUSE?, Neighbourhood Watch Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby are pleased to 

share with you a special discount code for use at a local business - LASER 

SIGNS DIRECT, in Mt Colah.  

If you use the code 'NHW10%' you will receive 10% off any product on their 

website. It is available until 31 August 2022. As well as house numbers, they 

also offer stickers for you to display your house number on your garbage bin. 

  

NOTE: Neighbourhood Watch cannot endorse any product or service. We can 

merely bring products to your attention - you must do your own research. 

Laser Signs Direct: https://www.lasersignsdirect.com.au/ 

If you are a local business with a product linked to safety and security, please 

contact us at: NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com 

https://reportapp.cyber.gov.au/?
https://www.lasersignsdirect.com.au/.../basic-house?fbclid=IwAR2lIsJ2jYG32_wxR3fIjsJjAt8fWVfMOUCtyNroWBy-Thd4riWaHB6TF88


 

[We are still in the process of researching products for displaying your house 

number on the kerb.] 

 

 

30 July, from NSW Police Force   

Walking in or near traffic can be dangerous. When drivers practice safe driving 

behaviours, they create safer walking environments for you, your loved ones 

and others in your community  

Look out for pedestrians everywhere, at all times with these handy tips. 



 

 

 

28 July, from Neighbourhood Watch in Ku -ring -gai and Hornsby Council 

Areas   

Thank you to our new Commander at Ku-ring-gai Police Area Command, 

Superintendent Matt Scott, for joining us for our Neighbourhood Watch Ku-ring-

gai and Hornsby meeting #34 last night. Summary Notes from the interesting 

discussions will be prepared as soon as possible. 

Thanks to our volunteers: Wal, Graham, Martin, Zoya, Nina, Michael, Jack, 

Mary, Gay, Julia, Supt Matt Scott and Mick. Not pictured: David and Pasquale. 



 

Get well soon to the few who couldn't make it! 

 

 

 

28 July, from NSW Police Force : Great news!   

A woman missing from the Wollongong area since Wednesday 27 July 2022, 

has been located safe and well this morning (Sunday 31 July 2022) in 

Wollongong. 

Police would like to thank the public and media for their assistance. 

 

28 July, from haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au : Have Your Say in the NSW 

Settlement Strategy  

 

Help us improve the settlement journey of refugees, asylum seekers and people 

from similar backgrounds. 



 

Multicultural NSW is creating the state's first Settlement Strategy to improve 

settlement journeys for individuals and families in NSW. 

We want to hear from refugees, asylum seekers and people from similar 

backgrounds living in NSW and the organisations and services that provide 

support to them. We encourage you to have your say by completing this online 

survey here. 

Your feedback will help us improve settlement journeys and experiences in the 

areas of: 

Å Education and training 

Å Employment 

Å Health and wellbeing 

Å Housing 

Å Language services 

Å Transport 

Å Civic participation 

Å Family and social support 

Å Justice and law 

Å Finance 

The survey closes 5pm on Sunday 31 July.  

Survey responses are confidential and will not be shared with anyone.  

If you would like to receive updates about the NSW Settlement Strategy, please 

register here 

Your email address will remain confidential and will not be used for any other 

purpose. 

Nickie Flambouras 

Manager Community Engagement 

Multicultural NSW 

 

https://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/nsw-settlement-strategy
https://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/nsw-settlement-strategy


 

26 July, Be Slavery Free - Stop The Traffik  

 

If you develop a reasonable suspicion that someone you know has been a victim of 

trafficking, how should you respond?  
If someone is in immediate danger, you should call 000. If there is not 

immediate danger, contact the Australian Federal Police Human Trafficking 

Team on 131 AFP (131 237) or email NOSSC-Client-Liaison@afp.gov.au. 

 

Other services exist in the community to support people who have been 

trafficked. Find more links and resources here.  

 

26 July, from Ku -ring -gai Police Area Command  

 

Galston Road, Galston Gorge Rehabilitating Slopes Transport for NSW | July 

2022 

Unprecedented ongoing rainfall this year has led to eight slippage sites along 

Galston Road between Hornsby Heights and Galston. 

In May 2022, we advised that Galston Road will be reclosing to complete further 

https://www.beslaveryfree.com/thesigns?
https://www.beslaveryfree.com/thesigns?


remediation works at slippage site 3. 

These works are now scheduled to be carried out from Monday 8 August, 

taking up to two months to complete, weather permitting. 

For more details, please see the correspondence here and here. 

https://www.facebook.com/TheHillsSES
https://www.facebook.com/HornsbySES




 

 

 

Dates for the Diary   

Sunday 28 August: Woodchop Festival Berowra, Warrina Street Oval 10am. 

NHW crime prevention stall? tbc 

Sunday 04 - Saturday 10 September : National Child Protection week 

Thursday 08 September : RU OK? Day Info. 

Wednesday 14 September: Hornsby RSL Coffee Club - Speaker: NHW Ku-

ring-gai & Hornsby 10am-12 

Sunday 18 September:  Bobbin Head Classic charity bike ride 

Sunday 25 September: St Ives Food & Wine Festival 10am - NHW crime 

prevention stall? tbc 

Wednesday 05 October : International Coffee with a Cop Day 

Wednesday 26 October:  NHW Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby volunteers meeting. 

https://www.ruok.org.au/join-r-u-ok-day


 

Date tbc. 

November : Neighbourhood Watch Week 

November:  NHW Gordon/Killara/East Killara/part Pymble/part St Ives AGM. 

Date tbc.  

 

From NHW in Ku -ring -gai & Hornsby: 'Our 20 Favourite Crime Prevention 

Tips for the Tradies'  

Tip #2.   DO HIDE AND LOCK ALL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT INSIDE YOUR 

VEHICLE, 

ESPECIALLY YOUR LAPTOP, MOBILE PHONE, ETC. 

 

Tip #5.  ALWAYS DISPLAY A WARNING FLAG ON ITEMS PROTRUDING 

1.2M BEHIND THE 

VEHICLE. Carry a red tailgate warning flag for when needed. 

 

Tip #9. PARK IN A WELL-LIT OR HIGH PEDESTRIAN AREA. Do not leave 

items on rear of 

vehicle if not parked in a secure area. This is the most common way for the 

theft 

of tools and equipment, especially at night.  

 

Tip #12.  BEWARE BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVELS THE-MORNING-AFTER-THE-

NIGHT-BEFORE. 

Does your work depend on your licence? 

 

Tip #17.  KNOW THE LOCAL LAWS FOR THE STORAGE OF BUILDING 

GEAR/ MATERIALS ON 

NATURE STRIPS. Council Rangers patrol these laws. 

 

FOR EMERGENCIES (Including anyone on your property)        000 



 

TO REPORT ANYTHING SUSPICIOUS (Crime Stoppers)         1 800 333 000 

TO REPORT NON-EMERG CRIME (Police Assistance Line)    131 444 

IF YOUôRE NOT SURE (Hornsby Police Station)                        9476 9799   

TTYðTo ask for Police, type PPP                                               106 

SPEAK AND LISTEN                                                                  1800 555 727  

For more tips and translations, look at our website 'Tips' page here. Or try our 

WatchOut! website here, for links to some great information available on the 

internet. Or request a copy in your inbox here. 

 

 

26 July, Murder accused told neighbours his girlfriend 'had depression'  

 

 

WWW-DAILYMAIL-CO-UK.CDN.AMPPROJECT.ORG 

For details, click here.  

 

AFO? 

 

Bit hot?  

 

Problem solved.  

 

https://nhwkuringgaihornsby.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e5dc9a91946a6f3d7f0da9d&id=3c03d0a5ce&e=0905caa587
https://nhwkuringgaihornsby.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e5dc9a91946a6f3d7f0da9d&id=3e5b447a1f&e=0905caa587
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=20%20Tips%20Homes%20pls
https://www-dailymail-co-uk.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11044695/amp/Dural-mother-Shereen-Kumar-Boyfriend-accused-murder-told-neighbours-depression.html?amp_gsa=1&_js_v=a9&usqp=mq331AQKKAFQArABIIACAw%3D%3D#amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=16587891995887&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailymail.co.uk%2Fnews%2Farticle-11044695%2FDural-mother-Shereen-Kumar-Boyfriend-accused-murder-told-neighbours-depression.html

