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Neighbourhood Watch in
Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby
eNewsletter #560 - 05 July 2022
This weekly eNewsletter is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a service for residents in Kuring-gai and Hornsby council areas. The eNewsletter is a new type of Neighbourhood Watch; utilising the
available technology to keep people more connected and up-to-date with local crime and safety issues.
The eNewsletter includes a selection of posts from our local police at the Ku-ring-gai PAC Facebook
page (also known as 'eyewatch'), primarily for those not familiar with Facebook. We add
anything interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch point-of-view - this could be a local newspaper article, a
roadwork warning, crime prevention tip(s), an upcoming Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Q&As from
residents, or an item from another Police command ("Crooks know no boundaries!").
🚓 Have you seen anything we should share with the community? Please email our NHW in Ku-ring-gai
& Hornsby volunteers. We do value your contributions and thank you for your support.
🚓 Please feel free to share/forward this eNewsletter with your friends, family, colleagues and neighbours.
🚓 Reading our eNewsletter for the first time? Click here to subscribe.

05 July, from NSWSES Hornsby Unit: OPERATIONAL UPDATE: 5 July 2022 11:20
The current event has kept us busy the last few days, with 90 requests for assistance
received since 30 June and 20 jobs outstanding.
Incidents have been:




77 storm damage and trees down, and
13 requests relating to flood.
Our flood boats have been out day and night providing flood rescue and assistance
alongside NSW SES Ku-Ring-Gai Unit up at Wiseman's Ferry.

We appreciate your patience with us as our teams of volunteers are working through your
requests and getting to you as soon as we can. There are many people calling on 132 500 so
we also appreciate your patience to get through to us.





Try to avoid any unnecessary driving and never drive through flood waters.
Keep your animals safe and indoors if possible.
Tie down any outdoor furniture or items that may be picked up by heavy winds.
For emergency help in floods and storms, call the NSW State Emergency Service

on 132 500. In life threatening situations call triple zero (000) immediately.
For more information on how you can be prepared in case of future storms visit the NSW
SES website: ses.nsw.gov.au/disaster-tabs-header/storm/






If you no longer require assistance, please remember to cancel your job by
calling 132 500.
For more information please:
Listen to your local ABC radio station, follow NSW SES on Facebook
or ses.nsw.gov.au
Latest Weather, Warnings, Rainfall and River heights: www.bom.gov.au/nsw/
Road Closures: livetraffic.com.au

#ifitsfloodedforgetit #NSWSES

05 July, from NSW Police: Have you seen Jason?
Jason Barriston, aged 31, is wanted by virtue of an outstanding warrant relating to a
revocation of parole offence. He is described as being of Caucasian appearance, about
170cm tall, of thin build, with a fair complexion and brown hair. Jason Barriston has distinctive
tattoos on his face and neck; including a diamond tattoo on his left cheek, a cross on his right
cheek, the word “blessed” in cursive writing on the left side of his neck, angel wings on right
side of neck, and the words “By any means” in cursive writing on his right cheek.
He is known to frequent the Ku-ring-gai, Riverstone, Campbeltown and Blacktown areas.
As police continue to conduct inquiries, anyone who may have information in relation to
Jason’s whereabouts is urged to contact 000 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333
000 or nsw.crimestoppers.com.au. Information is treated in strict confidence.

03 July, from Polair - NSW Police Force Aviaition command: In extremely difficult
weather conditions POLAIR crews were out giving assistance to ground crews and

members of the public today.
These photos taken from POLAIR 1 and POLAIR 5 show the extent of flood waters in the
Chipping Norton, Neapean and Hawkesbury areas this morning and this afternoon.
#vigilantiadesuper

01 July, from Ku-ring-gai command: Have a safe and happy weekend and remember, if
you see or hear something suspicious, report it to us as quickly as possible.
It is often the timeliness of a report to us that gives us the best chance of catching the
offender.
Ways of reporting to police:
“000” Triple Zero for emergency or life-threatening situations
“131444” Police Assistance Line (PAL) for non-emergencies
“1800 333 000” Crime Stoppers – to provide crime information
Hornsby Police 9476 9799
Gordon Police 9418 5399

01 July, from Ku-ring-gai command: School holidays are here
With school holidays upon us, here are a few tips for keeping us, our families, and our homes
safer while we’re away.
SOCIAL MEDIA:



• Don’t advertise where you are going on holidays and how long you’ll be away
• Don’t check into places as this lets the criminal know where you are at that time

YOUR VEHICLE:


• Ensure your vehicle is serviced with tyres and fluid levels checked before you leave.



• When leaving your car anywhere, make sure you secure it by locking it

WHEN DRIVING:


• Do not trust the other driver



• Plan your trip and take regular breaks when driving long distances
• Don’t get distracted by your kids in the vehicle “Mum, dad, are we there yet?”
• Drive with your headlights on
• Never drive when you’re tired








• Do not drive whilst under the influence of alcohol or drugs
• Do not speed
• Do obey the road rules




• Do drive to the conditions of the road
• Do not use your mobile phone illegally when driving

YOUR HOME:


• Ensure your windows and doors of your home are locked and secured



• Don’t leave keys under a fake rock or under the door mate
• Tell a trusted neighbour or a family member that you’re away
• Ensure your lawns are kept neat and tidy
• Ensure someone can collect your mail for you, or have it diverted or stopped for the
time you’re away
• Check that your sensor lights, alarm, and CCTV system are all working






30 June, from NSW Road Safety: Towing a caravan, trailer or boat these holidays?
Minimise trailer sway by packing heavy loads as close to the axles as possible - and never at
the rear of the trailer
More tips here.

29 June, from NSW Police: SCAM ALERT!
There’s been a spike in reports of scams involving compromised social media accounts to
promote cryptocurrency investment scams. The users of social media accounts came across
testimonials ‘made’ by one of their friends, family and followers on social media. For example:
“Invest $200 and get back $5,500 in under 3 hours, ask me how”. These were either posts,
videos or direct messages discussing these huge profits that they have made, with some
including screenshots of bank balances as proof of financial returns. The scammers were
replaying their personal ‘success’ stories to social media users and convincing them to invest
in cryptocurrency. The posts or testimonials included the social media handle named as
‘Investment Coach’ or ‘Mentor’ as a contact to start investing. After contacting the ‘coaches’
or ‘mentors’ the users were instructed to set up crypto currency wallets and create accounts
on various websites to begin their investment portfolio. Some users were instructed to link
their social media accounts with the scammers email address to either link with their trading
account or to qualify for cryptocurrency giveaway. Once the scammer’s email address was
added to the victim’s social media account, the scammers could change the email address
and phone number connected to the social media account, leaving victims unable to log
in. Once, in control of accounts, the scammers could post any promotional content or sent
direct messages to friends and family assuring them that it is not a scam. Many victims of this
scam have reported that they only invested in cryptocurrency because they trusted
recommendations that they had seen from the compromised accounts.
If you've seen this scam or fallen victim to it, please report it to
Scamwatch: scamwatch.gov.au/report-a-scam.

05 July, from the Drug and Alcohol Research and Training Australia (DARTA): Most
Australian school-based young people who vape are using the illegal, cheap
disposable devices mass-produced in China which are then exported around the
world.
They aren't made well and when you open one up and show teens the poor quality batteries,
the blackened or broken down sponge that holds the e-liquid and the fact that they're held
together by tape, they can sometimes lose their appeal. I've had photos of opened cheap and
nasty vapes sent to me by students that have mould, solidified 'gunk' and even hair inside ...

05 July, from Neighbourhood Watch Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby: FAQ #31: WHEN I MOVE
HOME, WHOM SHOULD I INFORM?

Neighbourhood Watch Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby has researched several new Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs) to upload to our website. This one advises about changes of address,
whether you are a renter, or a home-owner just wanting a checklist. Thank you to NHW
volunteer Nina for her assistance researching this FAQ. More to come in the next few
weeks...
Have you a question that we could answer? Let us share it with the community. Please email
us at: NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com

05 July, from 9News: More than 60 flood rescues overnight as 35,000 flee homes
Article here.

05 July, from NSW SES Ku-ring-gai Unit: OPERATIONAL UPDATE - 12:00PM Tuesday 5
July 2022
The NSW SES Ku-Ring-Gai Unit continues to receive Requests For Assistance (RFAs) from
the community as a result of the ongoing wet and windy weather.
Over the last 7 days, Ku-Ring-Gai SES has received 62 RFAs, with only 4 still active at this
time.
The majority of these jobs have been related to leaking or damaged roofs, although some
have involved driveways and roadways blocked by flooding or fallen trees or branches.
In addition, Flood Rescue crews made up of specially trained volunteers have been deployed
to assist communities affected by the flooding of the Hawkesbury River.
We have seen a number of reports of trees fallen onto powerlines this morning.
REMEMBER - Treat all fallen powerlines as live and dangerous. Remain 8 metres away from
any fallen cables, or anything metal/conductive which may be within that exclusion zone
(metal fences, vehicles, etc.)




If you see electrical wires, fallen, within reach, or sparking, contact AusGrid on
131471.
For assistance due to storms, floods or tsunami, contact NSW SES on 132 500.
For life threatening emergencies, contact Triple Zero (000) immediately.

04 July, from Crime Stoppers NSW: Lesson #1: What not to do on Social Media…

A: Incriminate yourself.

04 July, from NSW SES Ku-ring-gai Unit: SANDBAG POINT - Monday 4 July, 2PM to
8PM
Ku-Ring-Gai SES Headquarters, 7 Esk Street North Wahroonga
Residents are encouraged to prepare their homes and properties, as further wet weather is
forecast with the potential for localised flash flooding. A self-service sandbag point will be
open at the Ku-Ring-Gai SES Headquarters between 2PM and 8PM this evening. Residents
are welcome to come and fill their own sandbags to help protect their property. Please note
that this point is self-service, (you will need to fill the bags), so bring a shovel with you.
Information on how to correctly fill, lay and dispose of used sandbags can be found here.



If you require emergency assistance due to storm, flood or tsunami contact NSW
SES on 132 500.
In life-threatening situations call 000 immediately.

04 July, fro NSW SES:
EVACUATION ORDERS for surrounding areas of Windsor
NSW SES is directing residents and businesses within the following areas near Windsor to
evacuate :




Parts of Pitt Town Central
Agnes Banks Lowlands North
Parts of South Maroota

Go to ses.nsw.gov.au for further information including evacuation routes and evacuation
times.
Follow evacuation routes to move to safety outside the flood affected area.
Where to go: Stay with family, friends or at accommodation outside of flood areas. If you are
unable to do so, an evacuation centre has been established at Castle Hill RSL Club - 77
Castle St, Castle Hill NSW 2154


• Take pets, essential items, warm clothes, medicines, insurance documents and



valuables with you.
• Relocate other personal possessions to a safer/higher place.





• Leave as early as possible to avoid congested roads.
• Take drinking water and food due to possible long travel times.
• Share this information with family, friends and neighbours and help others where
possible.

For more information:


• Listen to your local ABC radio station,



• Follow us on Facebook at NSWSES or our website at ses.nsw.gov.au



• Go to latest Weather and Warnings at bom.gov.au/nsw/
• Go to latest Rainfall and River heights at bom.gov.au/nsw/flood/greatersydney.shtml
• Visit Road Closures at livetraffic.com.au or the LiveTraffic app or phone 131 701




For emergency help in floods and storms, call the NSW State Emergency Service on 132
500. In life threatening situations call triple zero (000) immediately

04 July, from Hills Shire Times:
The Castle Hill Showground has been opened yet
again as an evacuation centre for livestock and domestic animal owners concerned
about the current flood risk in the Greater Sydney region.
Staff are on site to provide support. Care of animals including adequate food and water
supply as well as full supervision remains your responsibility during the stay. You are also
asked to bring appropriate identification for your animals.
Talk to the staff on site by calling 0408 213 588.

03 July, from Neighbourhood Watch Normanhurst: Shared with permission from the
Thornleigh, Westleigh and Normanhurst Community group
This morning I spent about 30 minutes cleaning up after some kids who partied in
Normanhurst park last night. Broken glass everywhere, bulbs, balloons, burnt toilet paper,
sparklers. Looks like they had a great time. There is still a load of glass in the female toilet
that I didn’t have a broom to clean up. This is not the first time I’ve picked up glass. One time
a little boy almost stood on a jagged half of a beer bottle at football on a Saturday
morning. Can parents please remind their teenage/young adult kids to respect our community
spaces. When I get around to it, I’m going to put up some signs. Any other ideas?

02 July, from Give a Shift About Nature: Love this. Neighbors helping neighbors

01 July, Shared with permission from the South Turramurra Community group: Bike
theft

Hi everyone, Sadly, our son’s mountain bike was stolen either Monday or Tuesday night from
our driveway near KP road. The bike was under cover, well hidden away from plain sight and
at the back of the driveway, but not pad locked. Please contact me directly if you see it
anywhere (physically or online). The police are being notified too. Thank you.

01 July, from NSW Police: Beware of tax time scams!
Scammers impersonate the ATO by phone, email and text message. Never click on links in
unexpected messages and make sure you're using the real myGov platform by navigating
independently to my.gov.au/

Image and information via Scamwatch

30 June, Shared with permission from the Scam Watchdog Australia ii group: It's so
bad, it's laughable.

30 June, from American Hot Rodders Show: A tip for the tradies or campers?

29 June, Shared with permission from the Thornleigh, Westleigh and Normanhurst
Community group

Two cars parked on Wareemba Ave were vandalised in the last 24 hours. Car windows
scratched and one rear window shattered. Love to hear from anyone that saw anything
suspicious. So senseless.

29 June, Shared with permission from the Thornleigh, Westleigh and Normanhurst
Community group
Just a warning to be check your cash. My daughter was given a fake $50 note a while ago
and we only just realised when it went through the wash and dissolved. It was paper and had
the plastic see through window but was slightly smaller than the normal note.
Please read this guide for how to recognise fraud notes.
This and other links are on the WatchOut.org.au website Fraud page.

Dates for the Diary
July: Neighbourhood Watch Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby 'All Areas' meeting #34 @ 6pm online or
at PCYC - date tbc
Sunday 28 August: Woodchop Festival Berowra, Warrina Street Oval 10am. NHW crime
prevention stall? tbc
Sunday 04 - Saturday 10 September: National Child Protection week
Thursday 08 September: RU OK? Day Info.
Wednesday 14 September: Hornsby RSL Coffee Club - Speaker: NHW Ku-ring-gai &
Hornsby 10am-12
Sunday 18 September: Bobbin Head Classic charity bike ride
Sunday 25 September: St Ives Food & Wine Festival 10am - NHW crime prevention stall?
tbc
Wednesday 05 October: International Coffee with a Cop Day.
November: Neighbourhood Watch Week
November: NHW Gordon/Killara/East Killara/part Pymble/part St Ives AGM tbc

02 July from Hornsby Shire Council/NSW SES: EMERGENCY ALERTS FROM THE
NSW SES ON YOUR PHONE
The Bureau of Meteorology are currently monitoring the potential for flooding between the
Mid North Coast and the Illawarra, including the Hawkesbury and Nepean Rivers. Flood
warnings are likely to be issued from either later today or tomorrow depending on the
distribution of the rainfall. When flooding is likely to cut evacuation routes or inundate
property, the NSW SES issues an Evacuation Warning to indicate that you should get

prepared to evacuate.
NSW SES may issue an Emergency Alert.
An Emergency Alert is a message that is sent to your land line or mobile phone. If you
receive a text message from +61 444 444 444, it is an official alert that requires your
attention. Emergency Alert is just one way of warning communities and will not be used in all
circumstances. #EmergencyAlert relies on telecommunications networks to send messages,
and message delivery cannot be guaranteed.
What will the warning message say?
The warning message will provide information on the current emergency, what action to take
and where to find further information.
Learn more about how you may be warned about a #storm https://bit.ly/3cptYch.

From NHW in Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby: 'Our 20 Favourite Crime Prevention Tips for
Retirement Communities'

Tip #16. IF YOU USE A COMPUTER, ALWAYS USE AN UP-TO-DATE SECURITY
SYSTEM AND FIREWALL SOFTWARE. If you don’t understand that last statement, then get
a young relative or friend to explain—it’s important. The Ku-ring-gai Neighbourhood Centre
[9988 4966] and The Shed [9983 9732] offer FREE ‘Broadband for Seniors’ Computer tuition.
Tip #17. GET YOURSELF A COPY OF ‘THE LITTLE BLACK BOOK OF SCAMS’
from www.scamwatch.gov.au.
Tip #18. BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR. ‘BUDDY-UP’ WITH A NEIGHBOUR. HAVE A SIGNAL
THAT YOU ARE OK, such as opening your curtains in the morning.
Tip #20. KNOW YOUR PHONE NUMBERS. Ensure they are ready and available in your
phone. Include an ICE number (In Case of Emergencies) for access by emergency services.
For more tips and translations, look at our website 'Tips' page here. Or try our WatchOut!
website here, for links to some great information available on the internet. Or request a copy
in your inbox here.

Shared with permission from the Mount Colah News No Filter group.

IMPORTANT CONTACTS & LINKS
Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance): 000
TTY: 106
NSW Police - Ku-ring-gai Police Area Command (PAC): 9476 9799
Hornsby Police Station, 292 Peats Ferry Road, Hornsby 2077
Local Police Facebook page: @Kuring Gai PAC
Non-emergency two-way communication
Police Assistance Line (PAL): 131 444
For non-urgent minor crime.
NSW Police Community Portal
Online reporting of non-emergency minor crime: lost property, intentional damage, graffiti or theft.

Interpreting & Translating Services: 131 450
NSW Police - website for crime prevention advice
Never be afraid or embarrassed to report a crime, concern or fear you have to the Police. The Police are
here to help you.
Crime Stoppers NSW: 1800 333 000
Report crime anonymously
Report suspicious activity ASAP
Neighbourhood Watch within Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby:
Website au-NHWKuringgaiHornsby.org
Facebook @NHWKuringgaiHornsby
Facebook Group NHWKuringgaiHornsby
Twitter @NHWKRGHornsby
Email NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com

WatchOut! - the NHW NSW one-stop-shop for crime prevention links:
Website WatchOut.org.au
Facebook @NHWWatchOut
Local Facebook pages/groups:
Neighbourhood Watch - Berowra
Brooklyn Neighbourhood Watch
Neighbourhood Watch - East Killara
Neighbourhood Watch - Galston, Glenorie, Arcadia, Dural (Rural Areas)
NHW Galston, Glenorie, Arcadia & Dural (Rural Areas) Facebook Group
Neighbourhood Watch - Gordon
Neighbourhood Watch - Hornsby
Neighbourhood Watch - Killara
Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Colah
Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Kuring-gai
Neighbourhood Watch - Normanhurst
Neighbourhood Watch - Pennant Hills
Neighbourhood Watch - St Ives
Neighbourhood Watch - Thornleigh
Neighbourhood Watch - Turramurra
Neighbourhood Watch - Wahroonga
Neighbourhood Watch - Warrawee
Face-to-Face/printed newsletter groups:
Neighbourhood Watch - East Killara
Neighbourhood Watch - Gordon (part)/Killara (part)/Pymble (part)
Neighbourhood Watch - Hornsby (Jubilee St)
Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Colah
Neighbourhood Watch - St Ives (Lynbara Ave)
Neighbourhood Watch - Turramurra (The Chase)
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