
 

'eyewatch' & crime prevention in Hornsby & Ku-ring-gai View this email in your browser  

  

  

  

 

Kuring-gai NSW Police Local 

Area Command (LAC) 

eNewsletter # 239 - 02 May 2016 
This weekly eNewsletter is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a 

service for residents in the NSW Police Force Kuring-gai Local Area Command 

(LAC), which includes most of the Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai council areas. The 

eNewsletter is a new type of Neighbourhood Watch; utilising the available 

technology to keep people more connected and up-to-date with local crime and 

safety issues.  

 

The eNewsletter includes a selection of posts from the Kuring Gai LAC Facebook 

page click here (also known as 'eyewatch'), primarily for those not familiar 

with Facebook. We add anything interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch point-of-

view - this could be a local newspaper article, a roadwork warning, crime 

prevention tip(s), an upcoming Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Q&As from 

residents, or an item from an other Police command ("Crooks know no 

boundaries!"). Have you seen anything we should share with the community? Click 

here to email NHW in Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby. We do value your 

contributions. Thank you for your support. 

 

Please feel free to share/forward this eNewsletter with your friends, family, 

colleagues and neighbours. To subscribe, click here. 

 

02 May, from the Australian Federal Police: Here at the AFP, we do 

https://us2.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=76e5dc9a91946a6f3d7f0da9d&id=ad2b958431
http://www.facebook.com/kuringgailac
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=eNewsletter%20feedback
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=eNewsletter%20feedback
http://wix.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=76e5dc9a91946a6f3d7f0da9d&id=58de6046d0


 

everything we can to protect the community. But we need your help. 

If youâ€™ve ever noticed something that doesnâ€™t seem quite right, ever 

walked past something in the street that made you look twice, thereâ€™s 

something you can do. Even if you think itâ€™s probably nothing, report it to 

the Attorney-General's Department National Security Hotline on 1800 123 

400. Tip-offs to the hotline have already been used in investigations, and even the 

smallest piece of information can help build the larger picture we need to keep 

Australia safe. 

If it doesnâ€™t add up, speak up! Watch National Security Campaign video here. 

 

 

30 April, from the government's Stay Smart Online: SCAM warning - please 

share. Fake text (SMS) messages are circulating re: speeding tickets 

A fake text message is circulating that claims recipients have received a speeding 

ticket and directs them to click on a fake link to view details of their case. NSW 

Office of State Revenue says the scam text claims to be from the â€˜State 

Recovery Debt Officeâ€™ and many recipients are receiving the message from 

the number +45609910233. 

Do NOT click on the link. Delete the message. 

While the Office does send reminder text messages for overdue fines, these 

messages have a link to the correct website where the fine can be paid. This 

website can be found at www.sdro.nsw.gov.au. If you are unsure of the 

legitimacy of any message youâ€™ve received visit the Office of State Revenue 

website or call the Office of State Revenue on 1300 138 118 or Service NSW on 

13 77 88. 

 

More information here from Stay Smart Online on the scam. 

 

30 April, from CareFlight: GOLFER HIT BY GOLF BALL ESCAPES SERIOUS 

INJURY 

A 35 year old golfer was lucky to escape serious injury after he was hit in the head 

https://www.facebook.com/attorneygeneralsdepartment/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uZrF3QSwdU
https://www.facebook.com/nswosr/
https://www.facebook.com/nswosr/
http://www.sdro.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.communications.gov.au/what-we-do/internet/stay-smart-online/alert-service/state-revenue-office-warns-fake-sms-messages


 

by a golf ball this afternoon. It's understood the man was playing golf at a club near 

Hornsby when he was hit in the head by a golf ball. CareFlight's rapid response 

helicopter was called shortly after 3pm and landed on the golf course. CareFlight's 

medical team and NSW Ambulance assessed the man on scene before he was 

transported by road in a stable condition to Westmead Hospital. 

 

 

29 April, another one from Stay Smart Online: Gumtree warns of phishing 

attacks after security breach 

Online classifieds website Gumtree is warning users to beware of phishing scams, 

keep account details secure, be on the lookout for fake emails and to report fake 

emails following a security breach last weekend. 

 

More information here. 

 

 

29 April, from the NRMA: Road rules in shopping centres 

Road rules donâ€™t only cover the roads we drive on â€“ they also cover road 

related areas that are open to or used by the public for driving, riding or parking 

and this includes shopping centres. Consequently these road related areas are 

covered by parking, speed limit, overtaking and signage rules. 

Full blog here. 

 

29 April: The latest Mt Colah NHW newsletter from the Kuring Gai LAC's 

Neighbourhood Watch Newsletters Album 

 

Click here to view online - scroll to the bottom of the album. 

 

https://www.communications.gov.au/what-we-do/internet/stay-smart-online/alert-service/gumtree-warns-phishing-attacks-after-security-breach
http://www.mynrma.com.au/blog/2016/03/03/road-rules-in-shopping-centres/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.979340902099793.1073741876.249804335053457&type=3


 

 

 

28 April: In recent weeks Hornsby police put out a warning about steal from 

motor vehicle offences in the Wahroonga area. Many of those vehicles were 

unlocked with property clearly visible inside. Last weekend several vehicles were 

broken into in West Pymble, again most were unlocked. These thefts were most 

likely by opportunistic thieves where a simple lift of the door handle opens the 

door. So once again people, LOCK YOUR CAR, Don't or avoid where possible 

leave propertry inside. Hide it out of sight if needed, but lock your car. Crime 

prevention and protecting your property starts with you. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.979340902099793.1073741876.249804335053457&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.979340902099793.1073741876.249804335053457&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.979340902099793.1073741876.249804335053457&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.979340902099793.1073741876.249804335053457&type=3


 

 

 

 

27 April: Lost and found property. Recently an unset single diamond was 

handed into Hornsby police after being found in the North Shore area. The good 

news is the rightful owner was found and it has been returned. Thanks to all those 

that passed on messages and shared the post. 

 

26 April: Here's some stats from the long weekend 23 - 26 April. 

 



 

 

 

Berowra: Mal Dam 

Brooklyn: Steal from Motor Vehicle x 2 

Dural: Break & Enter (B&E) 

Gordon: B&E x 2, Mal Dam x 2 

Hornsby: Stealing x 2 

Killara: B&E x 4 

Mt Colah: Steal from Motor Vehicle 

Pymble: Stealing 

St Ives: Mal Dam 

Thornleigh: Mal Dam 

Turramurra: B&E x 2, Mal Dam x 2 

Wahroonga: Stealing, Steal from Motor Vehicle x 2, Stolen trail bike 

West Pymble: B&E, Steal from Motor Vehicle x 5 

 

26 April, from the North Shore Times: Sex in public toilets causes worry for 

mums after police admit there is little they can do to stop it 

IT IS being left to parents to protect children from being exposed to people 

performing sex acts in public toilets. Police have told the North Shore 

Times nothing can be done to stop people frequently using public areas for sexual 



 

encounters unless individuals can be identified and reported to police. 

 

Full article here. 

 

 

25 April: Call Triple Zero in an Emergency - Easy English Victim of Crime 

Fact Sheets, from the Kuring Gai LAC's  Easy English Victim of Crime Fact 

Sheets Album. 

 

 

 

Click here to view online - scroll to the bottom of the album. 

 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/north-shore/sex-in-public-toilets-causes-worry-for-mums-after-police-admit-there-is-little-they-can-do-to-stop-it/news-story/ab91d4a55f216a298fb1fdef806abb62
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1206877196012828.1073741878.249804335053457&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1206877196012828.1073741878.249804335053457&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1206877196012828.1073741878.249804335053457&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1206877196012828.1073741878.249804335053457&type=3


 

 

 

 

Wednesday 04 May: All Areas NHW meeting 6pm @ GORDON Police 

Station. PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE 

 

 

The draft 'Our 20 Favourite Crime Prevention Tips for the Socially Isolated" is 

nearing completion. Here are a few useful contact numbers that are included to 

whet your appetite: 

 Consider joining in with the Safely Home programâ€”wandering persons ID 

and rapid return program. Contact Alzheimerâ€™s Australia Dementia 

Hotline 1800 100 500. fightdementia.org.au 

 It can be a relief to talk to someone who caresâ€”Lifeline Crisis Support 13 

11 14. Lifeline.org.au 

 Red Cross Telecross Service 1300 885 gives those alone a daily call. It 

gives the confidence to remain independent via daily human contact. 

redcross.org.au/telecross 

 If you live on your own, request details of the Next Of Kin Register from 

Hornsby Police Station 9476 9799. 

 Try the Ku-ring-gai Neighbourhood Centre 9988 4966â€“ Neighbour Aid 

Friendly Phonecalls, Companionship home visits, Social Support, Shopping 

Bus, Transport to essential appointments.  Centres based at St Ives, 

Berowra & Galston. knc.org.au 

 NSW  Elder Abuse Helpline and Resource Unit 1800 628 221. EAHRU 

provides information, support and referrals relating to the abuse of older 

people in NSW. Anyone can make the call. elderabusehelpline.com.au 

 

 

View the local Kuring-gai police Facebook page here. You don't have to know 

anything about Facebook to have a quick squizzy. The NSW Police - Kuring-gai 

Local Area Command (LAC) covers most of the Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai suburbs. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiLAC?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiLAC?ref=hl


 

From the Gordon Area 24/12 Neighbourhood Watch Facebook page, 02 

May: ****** WARNING ****** 

Our Crime Prevention Officer, S/C Paul Cleary warned today of an increase in 

Break & Enters in the Killara area. This is as well as an increase in 'Steal from 

Motor Vehicles' in the West Pymble and Gordon areas.  

Please be vigilant. Lock up. Report anything suspicious to Crime Stoppers 1800 

333 000. 

 

 

From the Festival on the Green, Sunday 01 May. Thanks to Ku-ring-gai Council 

for a great day. They anticipated 25,000, but we're not sure what the eventual 

figure was.Thanks to the Neighbourhood Watch volunteers for their help: Stan, 

Evelyn, Mary, Wal and Di. 

 



 

 

 

 

From Hornsby Shire Council, 02 May: Free Law Week talks in Hornsby Shire 

Get expert advice about areas of the legal system that impact on everyoneâ€™s 

life at Hornsby Shire Councilâ€™s free Law Week seminars. 

 

Full Media Release with dates etc here. 

 

 

From Fire & Rescue NSW: Stay out of harm itâ€™s time to ReAlarm [Click on 

image for more information.] 

 

 

 

http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/council/noticeboard/latest-news/free-law-week-talks-in-hornsby-shire
http://fire.nsw.gov.au/?utm_source=1528807&utm_medium=display&utm_term=131350805&utm_content=70401443&utm_campaign=workingsmokingalarmawareness


 

From one of our readers: "Please ask pushbike riders to attach reflectors to 

the front and back of their bikes for safety on our narrow streets. At dusk, 

car drivers often donâ€™t see them without a reflector, as they arenâ€™t 

using a light on the front of their bikes." 

  

From the Roads & Maritime Services:  

  

Bicycle riders must not ride a bicycle at night or in hazardous weather conditions 

unless the bike displays a flashing or steady white light from the front, and a 

flashing or steady red light from the rear. The bike also requires a red reflector 

which is visible from the rear. 

  

More information from RMS on road rules here. 

  

Essentials for your bike - Lights and reflectors 

Good quality lights and reflectors will increase your visibility on the road. Light 

emitting diode (LED) lights are extremely bright and require less energy to power, 

making your batteries last longer. Traditional incandescent lights require regular 

bulb changes and may not be as bright as LED lights. Human powered bicycle 

lights do not require batteries, but most will not operate without you physically 

pedalling. This means that when you're stopped, you could be difficult to see. It's 

best to seek expert advice on lights and reflectors to suit your needs. Pedal and 

wheel reflectors increase your visibility to other road users. By law, you must have 

your lights on between sunset and sunrise and in bad weather. 

  

More information from RMS on equipment here. 

  

Thank you for emailing us your questions and comments. Keep them coming -

 email us here. We will research all issues and request assistance from the Police 

on any matter that's bothering you. 

 

 

From Walking Forward Disaster Relief Team: National Equine Database - Are 

you prepared? 

Help keep your animals safer before, during and after emergencies. It's FREE and 

it's NATIONAL. Help us to help you. 

 

Register @ the National Equine Database here. 

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/bicycles/safety-rules/road-rules-for-bicycle-riders.html
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roads/bicycles/safety-rules/choosing-the-right-bicycle-equipment.html
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=Question%2FSuggestion
https://www.facebook.com/WFDRF/photos/a.515594181879672.1073741828.515160458589711/789436861162068/?type=3&fref=nf
http://www.tepscon.community/


 

 

Dates for the Diary: 

 

Wednesday 04 May: All Areas NHW meeting 6pm @ GORDON Police Station. 

Everyone welcome. PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE 

Saturday 07 May: Street Party @ Orara Street Park, Waitara. 2-4pm. With 

Police/NHW crime prevention stall - volunteers needed please  

Wednesday 11 May: Wear Orange Wednesday (WOW! Day) to support the SES 

volunteers. Info. 

Monday 09 - Sunday 15 May: National Volunteer Week 2016 

Monday 16 May: Hornsby Shire Council's Strata Law seminar. Info. 

Thursday 19 May: Hornsby Shire Council's Retirement Villages Law 

Seminar. Info. 

Friday 20 May: Hornsby Shire Council's Enduring Powers of Attorney, Enduring 

Guardianship and Personal Guarantees Law Seminar. Info. 

Sunday 22 May: Fishing Safety Workshop for Chinese community @ Bobbin 

Head 10am-3:30pm With Police/NHW crime prevention stall - volunteers needed 

please  

Sunday 29 May: Fishing Safety Workshop for Korean community @ Bobbin Head 

10am-3:30pm With Police/NHW crime prevention stall - volunteers needed please  

Saturday 11 & Sunday 12 June 2016: Ku-ring-gai Council Chemical CleanOut, 9-

330pm @ St Ives Showground. Info. 

Monday 20 June: KPCSC FREE Seminar 'Parent Survival Strategies for Teaching 

Young Drivers' 6-8pm @ Gordon Library Meeting Room 2. Book: Carroll 0405 

558 660. 

Monday 19 September: KPCSC FREE Seminar 'Parent Survival Strategies for 

Teaching Young Drivers' 6-8pm @ Gordon Library Meeting Room 2. Book: Carroll 

0405 558  

Monday 26 September: Turramurra NHW meeting @ Turramurra Uniting Church, 

8pm. 

Monday 03 - Sunday 09 October 2016: NHW Week 

 

Great advice from 'Make Use Of': How To Use A USB Key To Deal With 

Security Threats [Click on image to access article] 

Arenâ€™t USB flash drives redundant? ... I donâ€™t think so. There are many 

situations where a USB drive can still come in handy, including keeping your 

mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20to%20help%20at%20Crime%20Prevention%20stall%20at%20festival%20on%20the%20Green
http://www.wearorangewednesday.com.au/nsw
http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/council/noticeboard/latest-news/free-law-week-talks-in-hornsby-shire
http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/council/noticeboard/latest-news/free-law-week-talks-in-hornsby-shire
http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/council/noticeboard/latest-news/free-law-week-talks-in-hornsby-shire
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20to%20help%20at%20Crime%20Prevention%20stall%20at%20festival%20on%20the%20Green
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20to%20help%20at%20Crime%20Prevention%20stall%20at%20festival%20on%20the%20Green
mailto:NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com?subject=Volunteer%20to%20help%20at%20Crime%20Prevention%20stall%20at%20festival%20on%20the%20Green
http://wix.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e5dc9a91946a6f3d7f0da9d&id=dd6da3511c&e=192137e3b3


 

computer secure. Hereâ€™s how. 

 

 

 

 

How to become a Super Neighbour in 3 steps! A great blog from NABO that 

makes sense about good neighbouring. NABO is a private enterprise that is 

believed to be primarily for profit. Neighbourhood Watch is not for profit and in it for 

the community! What do you think? 

 

Full article here. 

 

 

Seniors Safety - a video from the NSW Police 

To be safe from crime and violence is a fundamental right for everyone in our 

community. As we grow older, several factors can impact on our confidence and 

quality of life. Here are some simple tips we all can take to help protect yourself, 

your family and friends from the effects of crime. 

Watch video here. 

 

More crime prevention videos and tips from the Police can be found here. 

 

http://blog.nabo.com.au/blog/how-to-become-a-super-neighbour-in-3-steps/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=national_nabonews_230316&sc_src=email_232248&sc_lid=7222155&sc_uid=foiGshSaPu&sc_llid=45051&sc_eh=617d425d6b2503601
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-aBvUuLhuo
http://www.police.nsw.gov.au/community_issues/crime_prevention/crime_prevention_tips
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/how-use-usb-key-security-threats/


From the Hornsby Advocate, 28 April: THEFT OF PRICELESS FAMILY OIL 

PAINTING AND LAPTOP LEAVES OWNER BEWILDERED [Page 2. Edited] 

Simon Dobree was shocked to learn thieves made off with a priceless 19th century 

family oil painting, a laptop, three wild boar sculptures, as well as two sculptures of 

dogs on Friday, April 15. But in a strange turn of events, the laptop somehow found 

its way back to Mr Dobreeâ€™s Monteith St home the next day. If you have seen 

the artwork or suspect you know of its whereabouts contact Hornsby Police on 

9476 9799. 

 

 

Simon Dobree and his son Hugo with a picture of a family portrait heirloom that 

was stolen. Picture: Damian Shaw. 

 





 

 

 

 

Taken from 'Dumbest Criminals' compiled by Wendy Lewis, published by 

New Holland: 

A suspect in an armed robbery was arrested at his home. He was polite, non-

violent, and absolutely dumbfounded about how the Police could possibly have 

tracked him down. Turns out he had recently applied for a job as a correctional 

officer in a state prison. Naturally, they ran a routine criminal background check... 

 

Important Contacts 

 



 

Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance) 000 

 

Kuring-gai Local Area Command (LAC) 9476 9799 

Hornsby Police Station, 292 Peats Ferry Road (ex-Pacific Hwy), Hornsby 2077 

 

Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000 

Report crime anonymously 

Report suspicious activity asap 

 

Police Assistance Line (PAL) 131 444 

For non-urgent minor crime 

Kuring-gai Crime Prevention Officer 9476 9723 

Local Police Facebook page: Kuring Gai LAC  

Non-emergency two-way communication 

Interpreting & Translating Services 131 450 

Never be afraid or embarrassed to report a crime, concern or fear you have to the 

Police. The Police are here to help you. 
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