'eyewatch' & crime prevention in Hornsby & Ku-ring-gai
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Kuring Gai NSW Police Local
Area Command (LAC)
Newsletter # 166 - 15 December 2014
This email is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a service for
residents in the Kuring Gai Police Local Area Command (LAC), which includes the
Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai areas. Anyone may join our distribution list by
emailing: NHWGordon@gmail.com.
Each weekly update includes a selection of 'posts' from the Kuring Gai LAC
Facebook page (also known as 'eyewatch'). One important post on the Monday is
the Media Release from our Crime Prevention Officer.
We add to this all the other stuff we find interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch
point-of-view. It could be local newspaper articles, roadwork warnings, crime
prevention tips, Neighbourhood Watch meetings and relevant tit-bits gleaned from
residents, or other Commands. Have you seen anything we should share with the
community?
Please continue to email us anything that others may
appreciate: NHWGordon@gmail.com. Thank you.

15 December: Apologies for the delay in uploading these photos from the
Rofe Park Christmas Spectacular on Saturday 06 December. These were
taken after the Crime Prevention stall was set up, but before the deluge hit!
Between 5pm and roughly 7:30pm we had a very successful time. Our local Crime

Prevention Officer S/C Paul Cleary and some helpful Neighbourhood Watch
volunteers provided Crime Prevention literature to the community, as well as
helping with the making of Christmas cards featuring Constable Charlie, the Police
Mascot. Thanks to the volunteers, and to Neighbourhood Watch Australasia for
help with the funding of the NHW volunteers' T-shirts, the NHW banners and the
many plastic goodie bags used for all the Crime Prevention literature and giveaways. Shame about the rain - maybe see you next time?

15 December: If you have any information to report about the situation at Martin
Place, call Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. You can also contact the National
Security Hotline on 1800 1234 00.

15 December, from the North Shore Times: TWO teenagers have been
charged with graffiti offences after they were allegedly caught vandalising a
train at Gordon Railway Station.
Itâ€™s alleged that two boys and girl entered the rail corridor about 1am on
Sunday and started to use spray cans to graffiti the train. A train driver and guard
approached the teens before calling the police. The teens fled to Robert St,
Gordon where police officers arrested and charged the girl, 18 and a boy, 15, with
damage to property, enter running lines. Both were given conditional bail and will
appear in court next month.
Click here for link to article.

15 December, from Hornsby Advocate: Police have confirmed that a
helicopter hovering over bushland near the Sydney Adventist Hospital last
night was searching for a 28-year-old missing bushwalker. About 8pm a
number of people heard someone calling for help from bushland near the
Comenarra Parkway. Police, the dog squad and ambulance helicopter attended
the scene. Police made further inquiries and found out the missing man had
managed to find his way out of the bush and arrived home about 9.30pm.

15 December, from the Hornsby Advocate: THIEVES are using tradesmenstyle clothing as a cover to break in to properties on the upper north shore,
police warn.
Ku-ring-gai Local Area Command crime prevention officer Paul Cleary said there
had been several instances over the past few months. â€œFluorescent shirts are
the trend at the moment with break and enters,â€• he said. â€œThey try to blend
in with a tradie look.â€• The latest incident occurred last Tuesday when two
people wearing fluorescent orange shirts were spotted at a property in Bristol Ave,
Wahroonga. A short time later a cleaner arrived and discovered that some of the
rooms at the home had been ransacked..
Snr Constable Cleary said a crowbar had been used to force open a
window. â€œItâ€™s unknown what property has been taken at this stage,â€• he
said. â€œAnybody sighted in fluorescent vests who donâ€™t appear to belong to
a certain address, call police straight away.â€•
Click here for link to article.

12 December, from Ku-ring-gai Bush Fire Brigade: Another long day for our
members today, who were back at the Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Gardens
continuing the Search and Rescue for Mrs Gaida Coote.
Today we were accompanied by other volunteers from Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai Rural
Fire Service and specialist #firefighters from our Remote Area Firefighting Team,
not to mention members from Terry Hills Rural Fire Brigade and Warringah HQ
Brigade. Today we worked with the NSW Police Force, NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service and the NSW Ambulance in difficult terrain and dense bushland.

Search operations will continue tomorrow.
Police are urging anyone with information in relation to this incident to
contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

12 December: Sexual assault and harassment at workplace functions
Rape and Domestic Violence Services Australia, The NSW Police Force and the
Human Rights Commission are today reminding people that sexual assault is a
crime, and that alcohol consumption is no excuse for breaking the law.
Click here for video of Media Release.

11 December, from Stay Smart Online: Microsoft, Adobe release security
updates: Alert Priority High
Click here for full Media Release & necessary action.

11 December, from the Hornsby Advocate: Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai
Womenâ€™s Shelter unveiled and ready to welcome first clients around
Christmas
Exactly a year after the appeal to create it was launched, Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai
Womenâ€™s shelter has been unveiled. The community raised more than
$200,000 of the $450,000 needed to help women fleeing domestic violence or
experiencing homelessness, with half donated by philanthropist Peter Huntâ€™s
Womensâ€™ Community Shelters organisation.
Click here for full article.

10 December: Police are appealing for information to locate a man wanted on
an outstanding warrant following his arrest in the Wollongong area last year.
Dean Henry, 43, is wanted on a revocation of parole warrant after being convicted

of offences including assault police, take and drive conveyance, stalking and
contravening an apprehended violence order. Police have conducted extensive
inquires but have been unable to find him and are now appealing for assistance
from the public.

Dean Henry is described as Caucasian appearance with a fair complexion, 175180cm tall, of medium build, with blonde hair, blue eyes, a goatee beard and
tattoos on his arms and legs. Members of the public who see Dean Henry are
urged not to approach him but to contact Triple Zero (000) immediately.

10 December: NSW Police Launch Summer Safety Campaign - Alcohol
NSW Police Force has launched a new summer safety and security awareness
campaign for this yearâ€™s holiday season. The campaign is aimed at
encouraging the community to celebrate safely and responsibly during the
upcoming holiday period and look out for each other throughout summer. NSW
Police Commissioner Andrew Scipione said this is the time of year when we see
more risk taking or poor decisions resulting in injury and often death.
Click here for Video and full Media Release.

10 December, from ABC News: Police have called for an outright ban on the sale
of petrol-powered, motorised kits for bicycles after the death of a teenage boy in
Sydney.
Click here for full article.

09 December: Hornsby Police news, 9/12/14 The following relate to local
issues in the Kuring gai Local Area Command.
Incident: Disqualified driver & drug charges
Time/Date: About 11.20am Friday 5th
Place: Pennant Hills Road, Thornleigh
Driver 1: 35 year old male
Details: Police received certain information about a vehicle being driven on the M1,
soon after the car in question was located as it stopped at a service station in
Thornleigh. Police approached the car and have spoken to a male and a female.
Various inquiries led police to search the vehicle where a number of drug related
implements were allegedly located as well as some green vegetable matter, police
will allege this to be Cannabis, some pills were also located. Certain admissions
were made in relation to the items with inquiries continuing. Police have also
established the male driver was driving the vehicle despite being an alleged
disqualified driver until 2029.
Court: The male is to appear at the North Sydney local Court on a date yet to be
fixed for the disqualified driving offence. Following a number of inquiries other
charges may be laid.
Incident: Steal from motor vehicle
Time/Date: Between 7pm Saturday 6th and 5am Sunday 7th
Place: Sherbrook road, Hornsby
Details: A Commodore was broken into while parked on street. A handbag
containing credit cards, a license and other documents was stolen. It is believed
about 5am the stolen credit cards were fraudulently used at a service station in the
Chatswood area to purchase items. CCTV footage is being reviewed with a
number of inquiries to follow.
Incident: Steal from motor vehicle
Time/Date: Between 6pm Monday 8th and 8am Tuesday 9th
Place: Bruce Avenue, Killara.
Details: A Corolla was left unlocked at the location, this car was entered by an
unknown person, in the same time frame a BMW X3 was locked but had a
passenger window smashed open. An Apple Mac laptop was taken during the
incident.

Incident: Stolen vehicle and stolen vessel.
Time/Date: Between 3pm Friday 5th and 2pm Sunday 7th
Place: Warragal Road, Turramurra
Details: A boat and trailer were parked at a home in Turramurra. Both were taken
during the above times. The boat is described as a Stacer 4.3m runabout, White in
colour with a Johnson outboard engine.
Incident: Break, enter & steal
Time/Date: Between 5pm Saturday 6th and 10.30am Sunday 7th
Place: Florence Street, Hornsby
Details: A garage of a home in Florence Street was broken into, a power saw and
a suit case was taken.
Incident: Break, enter & steal
Time/Date: Between 10am and 2pm Tuesday 9th
Place: Woodcourt Road, Berowra Heights.
Details: A ground floor front window was jemmied open at the home in Woodcourt
Road. An amount of jewellery was taken during the break in; this jewellery was
unfortunately from the ownerâ€™s deceased mother.
Incident: Stealing incident
Time/Date: Between 3pm and 3.20pm Monday 8th
Place: Woolworths Gordon
Details: A lady and her husband were in Woolworths shopping, the ladies handbag
was in the trolley while her husband was pushing it. At some stage an unknown
person has managed to steal the handbag which contained credit cards, cash and
other personal property.
CCTV footage of the incident is being reviewed.
Incident: Graffiti
Time/Date: Between 8.30am and 9pm Sunday 7th
Place: William Street, Turramurra
Details: Graffiti was painted on several walls at this location, black markers and
spray paint was used to write (tag) several swear words and some crude drawings.
Police are appealing to witnesses who may have information relating to the above
incident to contact Hornsby police on 9476 9799, or phone Crime Stoppers on

1800 333 000 to report any information relating to the matter anonymously.
END

08 December, re: the Kuring Gai LAC Facebook page: 11 more likes and we hit
4,000! â€” feeling happy.

Here's a pic from Tuesday 06 December: Gordon Neighbourhood Watch Area
24/12 AGM and get-together at the Gordon Bowling Club. Thank you to our two
guest speakers who helped provide some great information...
- Tony McCormack, Regulation Team Leader for the Ku-ring-gai Council Rangers
â€“ discussing all the local issues we get annoyed about and how we can help as a
community; graffiti, shopping trolleys, parking, litter, etc. What really bugs you?
- Snr Con Paul Cleary, Crime Prevention Officer at Hornsby Police Station â€“
giving an update of the current crime situation in our neighbourhood and what we
can do to protect ourselves. Whatâ€™s your worry?
- Get well soon! for Mario Dimovski, who couldn't attend due to family sickness.
Next time maybe.
A report from the meeting, as well as some notes from the presentations will be
posted soon, promise! (A lot going on at this time of year.)

Back Row: Tony McCormack (Ku-ring-gai Council), S/C Paul Cleary (CPO Kuring
Gai LAC), John Cran, Joyce Edwards, Mick Gallagher (MT Colah NHW), Fred
Cain, Bruce Edwards (Gordon Area 12), Arnold Gould, Chris Hudson.
Front Row: Jean Hudson, Margaret MacNamara, Mary Walker, Eleanor Cain, Anne
Ridley, Marilyn Gould.
Photo: Julia Eagles (Gordon NHW Area 24)

12 December, a warning shared by a Kuring Gai LAC resident:

06 December, from Nelson StreetCare: On the evening of Tuesday 06
December, our StreetCare site had an unfortunate visitor. A local Nelson
Street lady was out teaching her daughter to drive. Approaching Nelson Street
from Clifford Street she failed to take the bend and went over the fence to the
lower road. Luckily no one was hurt, though a tad shocked. Neighbours ran to
assist the couple to climb out of the car, and called Triple Zero. Two ambulances, a
Paramedic vehicle, the local Police from Kuring Gai command and a Fire vehicle
attended. The firies helped to right the car and clean the leaking fluids etc. Thank
you to all those neighbours who helped. Thank you to all the emergency people

who attended. And our good wishes to the mother, and especially the daughter,
who may not want to get back behind a steering wheel for some time.

08 December, from Crime Stoppers: KEEPING YOUR HOME SAFE (Part 6 of
7)
A large number of home burglaries are easily preventable by introducing a number
of simple and inexpensive changes to your home.
AVOID:











Leaving doors and windows open when you leave the house despite how
long you will be absent for.
Leaving side gates and garden sheds unlocked.
Hiding keys anywhere outside your home because thieves look in all these
places to gain easy access.
Placing personal details such as your name, address and telephone
number on your keys.
Leaving large amounts of cash inside your home.
Leaving cars unlocked in the driveway.
Leaving notes on the door stating that you are away... or when you will be
returning.
Giving personal information to a caller you donâ€™t know
Letting callers know you are home alone.
Posting to social media that you are on holidays or not at home.

12 December, from Hornsby Shire Council: HARMFUL ALGAE RECORDED
AT BEROWRA WATERS
Hornsby Shire Council is giving precautionary advice regarding harmful algae at
Berowra Waters for public awareness. Highly elevated levels of potentially harmful
algae have been recorded at Calabash Bay and Berowra Waters. These algae
come from the genus Alexandrium, Dinophysis, Karenia, Prorocentrum and some
Cochlodinium and Chattonella.
These algae can be harmful to human health and it is advised not to eat wild
stocks of shellfish, which includes oysters and mussels, in this local
area. Swimming and contact with water should be avoided until further advice
is received from the NSW State Government.
Algal bloom alerts are issued by the Regional Algal Coordinating Committee, who
are responsible for local management of algal blooms. The committee is yet to
advise formally on this situation. If an algal alert is issued, information will be
available through the NSW Algal Hotline on 1800 999 457 or by
visiting www.water.nsw.gov.au.
It is anticipated that this bloom will dissipate as natural conditions change.
For further information on this precautionary advice, please contact Dr Peter Coad
from Hornsby Shire Council on 0438 103 146.

From the Hornsby Advocate, 11 December:

From the North Shore Times, 12 December:

Selected HOME THEFT PREVENTION TIPS from neighbouring Eastwood
Neighbourhood Watch groups:
Thieves are often watching for homes that look empty, particularly during school
holidays, as they know this is a popular time to go away. Follow our advice to help
prevent your household falling victim to burglars:
- Try not to take a taxi to the airport. If you do, use a taxi company you can rely on,
don't discuss your holiday plans and make it sound like you have a house-sitter,
whether you do or not.
- Do not put your home address on your luggage when you are traveling to your
holiday destination. A phone number and postcode will suffice if you want to label
your luggage.
- If you normally leave bicycles or similar items in your shed, lock it, or consider
putting them in the house.
- Don't post public messages on social media that you're away from home.

Thanks to 'A Place for Mom'.

Dates for the Diary:
Thursday 18 December: APEX Santa Sleigh. From 6pm Berowra Park Oval,
Berowra.
Sunday 21 December: Westleigh Rural Fire Service Santa Run, 8:30 - 11:30
Westleigh & Thornleigh. More details to follow.
Thursday 19 February: Neighbourhood Watch Information Day, 9am-4pm, NSW
Teachers Federation Building, 37 Reservoir Street, Surrey Hills.
Sunday 01 March 2015: St Ives Food & Wine Festival.
Monday 31 March 2015: NOTE DATE CHANGE Turramurra Neighbourhood
Watch meeting.
Monday 28 September 2015: Turramurra Neighbourhood Watch meeting.

Please always refer to the local police facebook page as your primary source
of information: https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiLAC

NB: THIS FACEBOOK PAGE CAN BE ACCESSED WITHOUT BEING SIGNED
INTO FACEBOOK. Scroll down to see more information going back in time.

An important one to pencil in your diaries: Thursday 19 February 2015
FREE Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) Information Day, 9am-4pm, NSW
Teachers Federation Building, 37 Reservoir Street, Surrey Hills. Brought to you by
the NSW Police Force and Neighbourhood Watch Australasia. Lunch and light
refreshments included.
Are you a community member, or volunteer with Neighbourhood Watch? Then this
is the day for you! Crime Prevention Officers and their Neighbourhood Watch
groups are invited to this Information Day, incorporating many speakers, covering
all aspects of Neighbourhood Watch, with case studies from real groups.
How has it changed? How could we re-invigorate our area? What is' eyewatch'?
How can the community get more involved? How should crime be reported? What
is the role of Neighbourhood Watch Australasia? How can we set up a new group?
How are we allowed to raise funds?
Come and network with other like-minded Neighbourhood Watch volunteers. Lots
of FREE give-aways, Crime Prevention literature and advice. NO HIDDEN SMALL
PRINT. Everything you wanted to know about NHW, but never dared ask. This is a
day not to be missed. Book your friends and neighbours, ready for registration in
January.
More details to follow. We'll be there - will you?

Scheduled Roadworks - thanks to Live Traffic NSW & Ku-ring-gai Council.

BROOKLYN M1 Pacific Mwy (F3)
SCHEDULED ROAD WORKS
Date:
Wed 10 Dec 2014 - Fri 19 Dec 2014
Impact:

Scheduled lane closures for this week
Sun to Fri (8pm to 5am) Northbound affected
Check signage
Advice:
Allow extra travel time
Other Info: Stabilisation of slope works.

DURAL New Line Rd at Sebastian Dr
SCHEDULED ROAD WORKS
Date:
Mon 14 Apr 2014 - Sat 20 Dec 2014

Scheduled lane closures for this week
Mon to Fri (7am to 6pm) Both directions affected
Sat (8am to 1pm) Both directions affected
Check signage
Advice:
Reduce speed
Road improvement works are taking place, including installation of new
traffic signals and road widening. Traffic controllers will be on site.
Other
Info:
Work to upgrade the intersection will not take place during the Christmas and
New Year period.
Impact:

KILLARA Pacific Hwy between Marian St and Stanhope Rd
SCHEDULED ROAD WORKS
Date:
Mon 8 Dec 2014 - Mon 15 Dec 2014

Impact:

Advice:
Other
Info:

Scheduled lane closures for this week
Mon to Mon (8pm to 5am) Both directions affected
Reduce speed
Exercise caution
Maintenance works requiring one night shift to complete. There will be no
work on Saturday.

Lindfield
Short
Street

Asphalt resurfacing scheduled for mid-December.

Tryon
Road

Heavy patching works completed prior to resurfacing scheduled for January
2015.

Valley
Road

Reconstruction of the bend near Short Street is now
complete. Adjustment of the manholes scheduled with resurfacing
scheduled for mid-December.

Pymble Alma Street Reconstruction works scheduled for mid-January 2015.
Roseville
Bromborough
Road

Ontario Avenue
Shirley Road

Reconstruction and resurfacing scheduled for mid-December.
Heavy patching completed.
Asphalt resurfacing scheduled for mid-December.
Heaving patching completed between Alston Way and bend near
Shirley Road.
Asphalt resurfacing scheduled for mid-December.

ROSEVILLE CHASE Malga Ave at bridge over Warringah Rd
SCHEDULED ROAD WORKS
Date:
Mon 15 Dec 2014 - Sun 4 Jan 2015

Impact:

Scheduled lane closures for this week
Mon to Fri (7am to 5pm) affected
Check signage
Advice:
Reduce speed
Footpath concrete will be removed and replaced from Monday December 15
to Thursday December 18, and from Monday January 5 to Friday January 9.
Other
There will be no work between December 19 and January 4.
Info:
There will be lane closures, traffic control and some noise. Pedestrians are
asked to use the footpath on the other side of the road.
Buckra Street
(between Charlton Shoulder construction completed prior to road
Turramurra Avenue and
resurfacing (yet to be scheduled).
Merrivale Lane)
Canberra Avenue

Construction of the road shoulder and road
reconstruction scheduled for mid-December. A

temporary surface will be laid with final surfacing
scheduled for early 2015.

Nambucca Avenue

West
Pymble

Reconstruction of the road pavement is scheduled for
early 2015.

Lord Street

Lowering of utility services prior to road reconstruction in
January 2015.

Wallalong
Crescent

Shoulder construction and adjustment of driveways
completed prior to resurfacing in early 2015.

WEST PYMBLE Ryde Rd at Lady Game Dr
SCHEDULED ROAD WORKS
Date: Mon 15 Dec 2014 - Sun 28 Dec 2014

Impact:

Scheduled lane closures for this week
Mon to Sat (8pm to 5am) Both directions affected
Allow extra travel time
Advice:
Exercise caution
This work will be carried out between 8pm and 5am from Monday 15
December and Saturday 28 February 2015, excluding Saturdays, weather
Other
permitting. No work will be carried out between Friday 19 December 2014
Info:
and Sunday 4 January 2015.
Lane closures will be in place.
Click here, for Ku-ring-gai Council Roadworks information.
Click here for Live Traffic NSW website.

14 December, from the Sydney Morning Herald: Rising alarm about abuse of
the drug crystal methamphetamine or "ice" has prompted the Abbott
government to order its chief drug advisers to make the problem their top
priority.
Click here for full article.

From Neighbourhood Watch Australasia: Let's face it, dogs are not only
"man's best friend", they can also be a burglar's worst enemy.
Simple tip #2 - A Loud Dog
In fact, it was the very loud barking of my neighbours dog that alerted me to the
van and two men visiting their house, uninvited in the middle of the day. I don't
know who got the bigger shock, me yelling out, the two men who scurried off, or
the dogs. Police reports state that most burglars avoid houses with dogs. Burglars
don't want to be seen or caught; they also want to avoid pain! Even small, noisy
dogs - can be an effective deterrent. And while you might feel safer with a large
dog that could do bodily harm, the most important aspect is having a dog that
sounds an alarm with its bark.
A few years ago a friend of mine even bought a recoding of a barking dog, to use
as a deterrent. Just saying!

From Traffic & Highway Patrol Command: Other than 1 brake light what is wrong
with this picture?

Important Contacts
Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance) 000
Kuring Gai Local Area Command (LAC) 9476 9799
Hornsby Police Station 292 Pacific Highway, Hornsby 2077
Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000
Report crime anonymously
Report suspicious activity asap
Police Assistance Line (PAL) 131 444

For non-urgent minor crime
Kuring Gai Crime Prevention Officer 9476 9723
Local Police facebook page Kuring Gai LAC
Non-emergency two-way communication
Never be afraid or embarrassed to report a crime, concern or fear you have to the
Police. The Police are here to help you.
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