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This email is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a service for residents in 

the Kuring Gai Police Local Area Command (LAC), which of course includes Hornsby area also. 

Anyone may join our distribution list by emailing: NHWGordon@gmail.com. The weekly update 

usually includes: 

- Project eyewatch: A selection of 'posts' from the Kuring Gai LAC facebook page, etc. 

- Local Neighbourhood Watch information: Meetings, relevant tit-bits, crime prevention tips 

- Media Release: Our Crime Prevention Officer distributes this usually on a Monday morning. 

It covers incidents from the week before in our LAC. 

 

11th March: A photo being used by our local Police, taken by one of our Neighbourhood 

Watch volunteers: 

  

https://us2.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=76e5dc9a91946a6f3d7f0da9d&id=9f0cc6bdcf
mailto:NHWGordon@gmail.com


 

11th March: Community reminder 

This is a just a gentle reminder when out and about in public. Know where your handbag and 

other personal property is at all time. Once or twice a month Hornsby police get reports of 

handbags being stolen from shoppers. They are mainly taken from the seat of a shopping trolley, 

sometimes they get taken from a the floor or seat while at a cafe or the like. An opportunistic 

thief will target someone they think is an easy target (like leaving your handbag in the trolley) 

then in a matter of seconds while you are distracted they will strike - either taking the bag itself or 

your wallet/purse from the bag. Police would like to remind you all that you should (must) always 

have a physical hold of your handbag. This also goes for when you actually pay for an item. 

Don't be rushed, take your time, put everything away and make sure you have everything safely 

secured, then get your shopping. If you're 'overloaded' with shopping maybe you should make 

two or more trips just to be safe.  

 

11th March: AUSTRALIA'S emergency services are set to launch a long-awaited triple-0 

smartphone application to respond more quickly to people in a crisis. 

 

The app, developed by the national Triple Zero Awareness Work Group, which includes police, 

State Emergency Service, fire and ambulance services, gives clear options for which 

organisation to call in a crisis, connects the call and provides GPS co-ordinates of the phone's 

location. 

 

The director of community safety at Fire and Rescue NSW and chairman of the group, Assistant 

Commissioner Mark Whybro, said the app was designed to cut the number of people calling 

triple-0 when they needed the SES or Police Assistance Line.  ''It improves the time it takes to 

get help, the right help, to someone who need it,'' he said. Figures from Telstra show 9 million 

people call triple-0 a year, 41 per cent of whom are not connected to state call centres as they 

are not in an emergency. On average, it took 11 seconds to find out where someone was. The 

GPS aspect of the app allows a quicker response. It displays latitude and longitude, a map of the 

area, and an approximate address, accurate to within 10 metres, which the caller reads out to 

operators. The application is fully-developed for iPhones, and the group has applied for $50,000 

in federal funding to expand to Android and Windows operating systems. They plan to launch it 

for free in September or October after thorough testing. 

 

11th March: There has been an increase in stolen hand bags, wallets and lap tops from 

shopping centres. We understand how hectic it gets in the shopping centres and car parks 

so Police are reminding people to keep their property safe. So please don’t take offence if the 

police stop you and remind you about the safety of your property and if you could, remind family 

and friends about keeping their property safe. 



  

 

8th March, from our neighbouring command North Shore LAC, good news following on 

from our February 28th warning: COMMUNITY TIP OFF LEADS TO SUSPICIOUS MALE 

BEING STOPPED BY POLICE. 

 

North Shore Police were alerted yesterday by one of our very observant Facebook followers that 

a suspicious male posing as a 'Tree Lopper' was back in the area knocking on doors. The very 

observant and alert member of the community immediately contacted Police and supplied not 

only a description of the suspicious male, but also his ute’s registration number and even a 

photograph of his ute. A short time later the ute was stopped by Police in Chatswood and the 

driver spoken to about his intentions. 



 

New members to our Facebook page may think this doesn’t sound like much of a problem, 

however in recent months men posing as tree loppers have been in the area knocking on doors 

and preying on our vulnerable and elderly members of the community. They offer to cut down 

low hanging branches and then charge hundreds of dollars for fives minutes work. In some 

instances the tree loppers will claim to be working for the local council and then charge people 

for the work. On other occasions the males have been known to return to the same premises on 

an almost weekly basis charging elderly people thousands of dollars for little or no work. 

 

If you get someone knocking on your door offering similar services, who you believe is 

suspicious, contact your local police station immediately.  

 

8th March: The number 1 drug of choice! The youth binge drinking interactive website Your 

Choice has been recently launched. The website offers information and advice for teenagers 

and parents regarding young people and alcohol. 

Please follow the link for more information: http://www.yourchoiceonline.com.au/index.html 

 

8th March: Lindfield Public School bus 

crash: http://au.news.yahoo.com/video/national/watch/ 

91518e8a-9946-34aa-939a-50a4ac15cb82/ 

crash-raises-questions-over-bus-belts/ 

  

 

7th March: Please view this footage referring to Bryson Anderson who was killed in the line of 

duty at Windsor ACA have organised a 'renovation rescue' for this family in their time of need. 

You the community can help by donating skills, time 

etc. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDgjlXFh8IY&feature=youtu.be 

 

http://www.yourchoiceonline.com.au/index.html
http://au.news.yahoo.com/video/national/watch/91518e8a-9946-34aa-939a-50a4ac15cb82/crash-raises-questions-over-bus-belts/
http://au.news.yahoo.com/video/national/watch/91518e8a-9946-34aa-939a-50a4ac15cb82/crash-raises-questions-over-bus-belts/
http://au.news.yahoo.com/video/national/watch/91518e8a-9946-34aa-939a-50a4ac15cb82/crash-raises-questions-over-bus-belts/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDgjlXFh8IY&feature=youtu.be


7th March: Here's some handy hints to better protect your home  CHECKLIST: 

BURGLARY PREVENTION 

 

DO: 

Lock your home every time you leave – even if only for short while. 

If you lose your keys or they are stolen, change the locks on your home as soon as possible. 

Check that your door frames are secure and that your doors fit properly. 

Lock your front door when you are at the back of the house or in the garden. 

Install a peep hole in your front door and check the identity of visitors before letting them in. 

Lock away your ladders and tools to prevent offenders from using them to break in. 

Keep shrubs and trees well trimmed, particularly those close to windows and doors. 

Install key-operated locks on all windows. 

Use laminated glass or shatter-resistant film on windows. 

Secure garages and sheds on your property. 

Engrave your property with your name or drivers licence number. 

Photograph property that you cannot engrave. 

Make a register of your valuable property, recording serial numbers and descriptions. 

Photograph them and store this in a safe place. 

If you are going away, cancel deliveries, turn the telephone down and ask a trusted friend or 

neighbour to keep an eye on your home. 

 

DON’T: 

Leave spare keys outside your home. 

Attach your name and address to your keys. 

Leave notes on the front door advising visitors that you are absent. 

When away, do not leave a message on your answering machine advising callers that you are 

away. 

Keep large amounts of cash at home. 

 

CONSIDER: 

If you live in a high-risk location, consider fitting security grilles. 

Installing an alarm system. 

Joining or starting a Neighbourhood Watch Program in your area. 

 

6th March, from our Crime Prevention Officer, Snr Con Paul Cleary: Apathy among car 

owners in Hornsby. Now that I have your attention I’ll explain. 

 

Apathy as you know is the lack of concern, laziness, indifference, lack of interest etc you get the 

message. Due to the ongoing reports to police of steal from motor vehicle (SFMV) offences 

which in some areas is increasing the Crime Prevention Officer or CPO (me) decided to ‘walk’ 

the usual commuter parking areas around Hornsby CBD. I also ventured into the Westfield 

Burdette street car park. In these parking areas there are signs visible advising the Lock it or 

lose it message. I have also reported in media releases and warnings over the last few years of 



not leaving property in cars when you leave them. So armed with the knowledge that motorists 

(commuters and shoppers) still leave property inside cars I copied 50 locally produced flyers 

advising the Lock it or Lose it message and went for a walk. 

 

Jersey Street South 8 cars in the ‘all day’ parking areas had various property in full view from the 

roadway. Property like GPS units, cash in console, Scanner/transmitter type radio and a laptop 

bag which looked like it had a laptop in it. I left a flyer on all these cars windscreens. I then went 

to the railway commuter car park on the eastern side. The first car I looked at had a GPS on the 

dash. More cars had GPS units and bags that looked like they had ‘goodies’ inside. The rest of 

the car park revealed similar results in all about 14 cars with property in full view in that car park. 

I even got a trifecta that is 3 cars in a row all with GPS units on the dash. So more flyers were 

placed under the wipers. Onto the Car park Burdette x George st and the Hornsby Inn car park 

where another 3 cars had property on display. The Westfield car park covering all levels of the 

Burdette street side resulted in the remaining 25 flyers being placed under wipers. 1 car had 2 

GPS units on the dash, 1 car had a kids DVD on the headrest, more cash in consoles, mobile 

phones etc. I actually thought 50 flyers would be overkill but it took me just 1 hour and 20 

minutes to place all 50 flyers under the wipers of cars with property that was in full view and by 

full view I mean 3 or 4 metres from the car. Why am I writing this? Well as the CPO it falls on me 

to educate, warn and advise on all things to do with crime prevention. There are thieves about 

and they look for opportunistic crimes, crimes like breaking into cars and stealing what they can. 

By leaving things in your cars and especially in full view is like leaving a kid in a candy shop and 

walking out the door. Think of it another way you leave $5 in change in the console that can be 

seen from outside, or you leave the GPS on the screen, maybe a bag on the back seat. A thief 

doesn’t care about your windows or doors they will smash/force or break whatever they can to 

get their target. So your $70 GPS now costs you $500 for the broken locks or smashed window 

and your $70 GPS on top of that. Well guess what else? Your GPS stores all sorts of info on 

you. Where, when and how long you spend somewhere like your home address, the school you 

drop your kids off to I’m not sure if you can see where I’m going here but the GPS may not be all 

that is taken. 

The GPS has your home address do you leave your garage remote in the car?????? Have you 

now technically left your door key for a thief? 

 

So please don’t leave any property in your cars when you leave them this includes over night at 

home. If it can be seen it is leaving you and your car open to risk. 

Take everything out, if for some reason you can’t take it with you then lock it in the boot. If you 

are a commuter why do you need the GPS in the car? Surely you know the way there by now!   

 

6th March, Here's some stats for the Kuring gai LAC 26 Feb to 5 March: 



 

 

Seniors Security Expo - Feel Safe, Be Safe! Tuesday, 19th March 9:30am - 12:30pm at 

Turramurra Uniting Church, Turramurra Avenue, Turramurra. Only 7 sleeps to go! 



 

 

From Ku-ring-gai Council: Pick up some teaching tips (and survival techniques) at our 

upcoming supervisor of learner drivers workshop on Tuesday 19 March, 6.30pm! Bookings 

essential. http://bit.ly/YaOr8x 

 

From Kuring gai Police & Community Safety Committee in partnership with Ku-ring-gai 

Council: FREE Parent Survival Strategies for Teaching Young Drivers Seminars 

2013. Monday 18 March, 6.00pm for 6:30pm at Ku-ring-gai Council Chambers, level 3, 818 

Pacific Hwy, Gordon (access via rear entrance). Vital information about the current driving test 

explained. For parents and their young drivers. Facilitated by Jeff McDougall. Light refreshments 

available. Bookings essential - phone Carroll on 0405 558 660 or 

email carroll.howe@gmail.com. 

http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FYaOr8x&h=YAQH3pnzW&s=1
mailto:carroll.howe@gmail.com..on


 

Classic Tips #1: Pre-program important numbers such as 000 into your telephone. 

Classic Tips #2: Check inside your car by looking throught the windows before getting in. 

Classic Tips #3: Carry a mobile phone and personal alarm for security. 

Classic Tips #4: Make sure your house number is clearly visible. 

 

Seatbelts - Did you know?  Position your seatbelt over your shoulder, never under your armpit 

or across your neck. Place it across your hip bone, not your stomach. Make sure your seatblet is 

firmly adjusted. 

 

Do they dodge your car headlights at night? If you are bothered by rabbits, maybe you would 

like to report them using this link. That way the council are kept informed of the where, when and 

how many. http://www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/About_Ku-ring-gai/ 

Land_and_surrounds/Flora_fauna/Fauna/Pest_feral_animals/Rabbits 

 

And an offer from Gordon Neighbourhood Watch Area 24/12: Too small to read the print? 

Our March newsletter is available via email from NHWGordon@gmail.com. We can also provide 

you with back copies from our archives, or contact details if you would like a soft copy version of 

a NHW newsletter printed for other NHW areas, such as Mt Colah, Turramurra, East Killara, St 

Ives Chase etc. 

http://www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/About_Ku-ring-gai/Land_and_surrounds/Flora_fauna/Fauna/Pest_feral_animals/Rabbits
http://www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/About_Ku-ring-gai/Land_and_surrounds/Flora_fauna/Fauna/Pest_feral_animals/Rabbits
mailto:NHWGordon@gmail.com




 

 

www.facebook.com/#!/KuringGaiLAC is the link to your local Police's facebook page. YOU 

DON'T NEED TO JOIN WITH FACEBOOK TO VIEW THE PAGE.  

 

 

 

Incidents in the Kuring gai Local Area Command dated Monday 11th March 2013: 

Incident:              High range drink driving 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/KuringGaiLAC


Time/Date:         About 11.40pm on Saturday the 9th 

Place:                    Pacific highway, Pymble near Telegraph road. 

Vehicle 1:            Audi 

Driver 1:               51 year old female from a Wahroonga address. 

Details:                 The Audi was being driven North on the Pacific highway and when at 

Telegraph road has collided with a Subaru Wagon which was stationary at a red traffic light. 

Police have attended and spoken to both drivers a roadside breath test for the female Audi 

driver allegedly gave a positive result of alcohol.  A subsequent test gave a result of 

.168.  The driver had her license suspended by police and was charged.  Neither driver was 

injured in the collision.        

Court:                   The female is to appear at the Hornsby local Court on the 11th of 

April    charged with driving with a high range concentration of alcohol. 

 

Incident:              Driver reverses over fence. 

Time/Date:         About 12:40 on Friday the 8th 

Place:                    Murial street and Florence street, Hornsby 

Vehicle 1:            Toyota Landcruiser 

Driver 1:               71 year old male           

Details:                 About 12.40 pm the 71 year old male driver has reversed his car from the 

roundabout at that intersection. For unknown reasons the driver has continued reversing 

over a street sign and over a fence.  The driver was not visibly injured but was taken to 

Hornsby Hospital due to recent surgery as a precaution. A question o fitness to hold a 

license will be forwarded to the RMS. 

 

Incident:              Children left in car. 

Time/Date:         About 12.15pm on Sunday the 10th 

Place:                    Gordon Centre shopping complex car park. level 2 

Details:                 A 42 year old male has attended the Gordon Shopping complex and parked 

his car leaving his 3 children aged 2, 4&6 inside with the air conditioning turned. The male 

driver has then gone to the shops. A witness has seen the children in the car and called 

police. Police have spoken to both parties and reminded the male it was an offence to leave 

unattended children in a car. DOC’s were called by police in relation to the matter. 

 

Incident:              Arrest for stealing 

Time/Date:         About 1.45am on Saturday the 9th 

Place:                    Westfield Hornsby 

Person 1:             19 year old male 



 

Details:                 About 1.45 am a stand alone kiosk in Westfield Hornsby as seen on CCTV 

was entered by a male who was seen to allegedly carry an item out of the area of the Kiosk. 

About 12.30 pm on Saturday as a result of investigations a 19 year old male from Hornsby 

was questioned. A search of his home allegedly revealed a small free standing safe which 

police will allege came from the Kiosk. The safe allegedly contained $2,900 cash this was 

recovered by police. Investigations are continuing into the matter. 

 

Incident:              Break, Enter & Steal 

Time/Date:         Between 7.30 am and 8.40 pm on Tuesday the 5th 

Place:                    Sharon Cl, HORNSBY            

Details:                 Unknown person/s have broken into the home via a ground floor window. 

At this stage 3 laptop computers are known to have been taken. They were valued at 

$2,000. 

         

 Incident:              Stealing from PCYC 

Time/Date:         Between 8 pm on Sunday 3 March and 7 pm on Tuesday 5 March 

Place:                    PCYC George street, Hornsby           

Details: Unknown person/s have broken into the PCYC by forcing the lock on a ground floor 

door. While inside some equipment used for Martial arts has been stolen. The equipment 

included a sword, face mask and padding. It was valued at $2,000. 

 

Incident:              Attempted shop stealing 

Time/Date:         Between 11:39am and 11:45am on Thursday the 7th 

Place:                    Display shelf in David Jones Hornsby 

Person 1:             Described as being in her 30s, having dark or black hair, wearing a red shirt, 

black track pants, white runners, and carrying a brown handbag.       

  

Details:                 A female is seen on CCTV to remove 15 polo type shirts from a display and 

place them into a ‘duffle’ bag and walk to the exit of the store. The female is then seen to 

toss the bag under a table and leave the store. Police are seeking and information into this 

incident. The shirts were valued at $1,800. 

  

Incident:              Car damaged by water 

Time/Date:         Between 9pm and midnight on Friday the 8th 



Place:                    Westfield Hornsby 

Details: The car owner has parked his car a Holden Jackaroo in the car park of Westfield and 

has gone to watch a movie. Just before midnight the owner has returned to his car and 

noticed his front passenger window smashed and a fire hose poking through the window, 

the hose was turned on partially filling the car with water. Police and security were called 

with investigations to continue into the matter.  

Police are appealing to witnesses who may have information relating to the above incident 

to contact Hornsby police on 9476 9799, or phone Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 to 

report any information relating to the matter anonymously. 

END 

Remember to report any suspicious activity in the neighbourhood directly to Hornsby Police 

on  02 9476 9799. 

DON'T DELAY IN REPORTINGPlease encourage your neighbours and friends to join our 

NHW Gordon Mailing list at NHWGordon@gmail.com. 

Did you know? You don't have to be on facebook to view the local police's Kuring Gai LAC 

facebook page? It is set up so that anyone can scroll down and view all the posts from the 

beginning of time, the photos and crime prevention resources [that'll do us - ed]. To view, 

please click on this link: https://www.facebook.com/KuringGaiLAC or try for yourself and google 

<Kuring Gai Police facebook>. However, if you would like to communicate with the Police via this 

page, then you would have to set up your Facebook profile. 

 

This email has been forwarded to you by Neighbourhood Watch within Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby. Please share the 
information with anyone you think may be interested, and encourage them to join our Distribution lists. Thank you. If 

you live outside the Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai area, please contact your local Crime Prevention officer for similar 
information for your locality. If you are unaware of an active Neighbourhood Watch group in your area, please 

consider starting one. 
 

Our mailing address is: 

Neighbourhood Watch within Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby 
c/o Crime Prevention Officer, Ku-ring-gai NSW Police PAC - Hornsby Police Station 

292 Peats Ferry Road 
Hornsby, NSW 2077 

Australia 
 

Add us to your address book 
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