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Neighbourhood Watch in
Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby
eNewsletter #440 - 17 March 2020
This weekly eNewsletter is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a
service for residents in Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby council areas. The eNewsletter is
a new type of Neighbourhood Watch; utilising the available technology to
keep people more connected and up-to-date with local crime and safety issues.

The eNewsletter includes a selection of posts from the Ku-ring-gai PAC Facebook
page (also known as 'eyewatch'), primarily for those not familiar
with Facebook. We add anything interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch point-ofview - this could be a local newspaper article, a roadwork warning, crime
prevention tip(s), an upcoming Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Q&As from
residents, or an item from an other Police command ("Crooks know no
boundaries!").
🚓 Have you seen anything we should share with the community? Please email our
NHW in Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby volunteers. We do value your contributions. Thank
you for your support.
🚓 Please feel free to share/forward this eNewsletter with your friends, family,
colleagues and neighbours.
🚓 Reading our eNewsletter for the first time? Click here to subscribe.

17 March, from NSW Fire & Rescue NSW Station 050 Hornsby: Currently our

crew is back on the M1 with our hazmat crew from Chester Hill to decant the
diesel fuel that is unburnt and remains in the tanks.
Clean up crews are hard at work removing the wool bales and clear debris
also. Traffic is very heavy with lengthy delays. Please remain calm in the traffic.
Crews are working as quickly as they can. As always see Live Traffic to keep up to
date with traffic conditions.

17 March, from M1 Pacific Motorway NSW: [UPDATE AT 7:21am] CRASH
Truck roll over 2:43am (PICS FROM ALEX MILGATE) – M1 Pacific Motorway
Mount Kuring-Gai between Wahroonga and Berowra.
Both directions Motorway closed. Due to the serious nature of the crash, there is
no forecast for when the motorway will reopen with investigations and recovery
operations expected to continue throughout the morning peak. The Church Street
overpass bridge is closed. ￼
Diversions: Northbound: There is no northbound access to the M1 from the
Pacific Hwy or Pennant Hills Rd at Wahroonga. Motorists can use the Pacific Hwy
and then join the motorway at Berowra.
Southbound: Motorists are being diverted off the M1 at Berowra Interchange onto
the Pacific Hwy. Motorists can continue on the highway towards Hornsby and
Wahroonga or rejoin the M1 at Mount Colah via Kuring-Gai Chase Rd.

Southbound traffic on the M1 is queued for around 10km from Mooney Mooney
approaching the Berowra exit. Southbound traffic on the Pacific Hwy is queued for
around 18km from Brooklyn through to Mount Colah. Delay your journey Expect
delays; Use diversions Emergency services. & Transport for NSW are attending.
Heavy traffic conditions. LATEST INFO: https://m1traffic.com.au

17 March, from Stay Smart Online: ⚠️ SCAM ALERT ⚠️ Watch out for scam
text messages impersonating the Government with advice on testing for
COVID-19.
These messages try to trick you into installing software that steals your banking
details. Delete and do not click the link!
Read more here. and sign up to our free email Alert Service to keep up to date with
the latest online threats here.

16 March, from Senior Constable Chris Cowan: Should you get tested for
COVID-19? ONLY if


you have any of the symptoms like fever, cough, runny nose, shortness of
breath & other flu like symptoms, AND



you have travelled to China, Iran, Italy, South Korea or been in close
contact with someone who has COVID-19.

If you think you should be tested call healthdirect on 1800 022 222 or your GP.
Find out more about getting tested for COVID-19 here.

16 March, from Parramatta command: Don't become a victim of theft 😭
🔒 Keep your valuables out of sight and your vehicles locked.
Protect your car security information to download here.

13 March, from Ku-ring-gai command: Police are investigating several
incidents where strips of grass have been laid at a new housing estate and
over a matter of a week, the grass has been stolen from several of the
properties by unknown persons.
If you have any information as to whom the offenders may be, please contact your
local police and ask for the Lawn Order department.
Have a great weekend 😉

13 March, from Ku-ring-gai command: Kuring-gai Police Area Command’s Week in Review:
A 22 year old male from Killarney Vale was intercepted travelling on a north bound
train at Hornsby. The male who was wanted for an outstanding warrant was
arrested by police from the Public Transport Command. He was searched and an
amount of methylamphetamine was located in his bag. The male was charged with
Posses prohibited drug. He will appear at court later this month.
A 71 year old male from Warrawee was involved in a motor vehicle accident at
Turramurra after failing to stop at an intersection. A breath test revealed a positive

result for alcohol (0.194). The male was charged with Drive vehicle under influence
of alcohol. He will appear at court next month.
A 45 year old female from Normanhurst was identified by staff stealing three
bottles of wine from a liquor store at Thornleigh. The female who is banned from
the location was conveyed to hospital due to her high levels of intoxication and will
be issued a Criminal Infringement Notice for Stealing once she is released.
Two 15yo youths from Berowra & South Turramurra attended a liquor shop at
Mount Colah where they stole alcohol from the drive through area. Later that
afternoon one of the youths was stopped by police at Hornsby train station with no
valid ticket. He was later seen on CCTV entering Kmart at Westfield Hornsby and
stealing a pair of shoes. The youth who is eligible for a youth caution has been
issued a banning notice from Westfield Hornsby.
A 33 year old female from Narraweena came to notice outside a licensed premises
in Hornsby as a result of an altercation that had occurred earlier in the evening. A
general search of the female located crystal matter in her jacket pocket which she
admitted was methylamphetamine. She was charged with Possess prohibited drug
and will appear at court next month.

13 March, from Ku-ring-gai command: TARGET HARDENING – You’ve
probably heard this expression in relation to the military, police and the
security fields.
Have you considered “Target hardening” yourself and property? The Ku-ring-gai
PAC has experienced a number of break and enters along with steal from motor
vehicles in the past few weeks. Some suburbs where this type of criminal activity
has been higher are Wahroonga, Turramurra, Pymble, St Ives and Westleigh. This
list does not mean that your suburb is not or will not be a target in the future.
On a happier note, we have had some success with the arrest of two males who
were active in the Galston, Wahroonga, St Ives and Pymble suburbs.
Be vigilant. It’s important to you, your families and the community to be on the
lookout for suspicious behaviour and suspicious activities in your area and then to
report it in a timely manner. Here are some ideas which when implemented, help to
“Target Harden” yourselves and may help minimise the chance of you becoming a
victim to these types of offences.

TARGET HARDEN YOURSELVES AND YOUR COMMUNITY.
* Lock your doors and windows
* Lock your vehicles, even when parked in your garage or carport
* Keep valuables out of view when parking at a shopping centre
* Keep your hedges cut to a height where criminals can easily be seen from the
street and by your neighbour.
* Install sensor lighting around your home
* Consider an alarm
* Look out for your neighbours
*Consider joining your local Neighbourhood Watch Group
HOW TO REPORT CRIME.
“000” - Emergency or life-threatening situations
131 444 - Police Assistance Line – for non-emergency situations
1800 333 000 - Crime Stoppers to report crime anonymously.

Crime stats for February 2020 are here. Can't read? Email us here.

CANCELLED! NHW Gordon, Killara, E Killara AGM & get-together Tuesday,
March 31, 2020 at 7 PM – 9 PM Ku-ring-gai Library, 799 Pacific Highway,
Gordon 2072

In light of the Covid-19 pandemic, we have cancelled the Gordon Neighbourhood
Watch meeting Tuesday 31 March. Our next AGM and get-together will now be at
the end of the year (as normal) on Tuesday 24 November 2020. Same time: 79pm. Same place: Meeting Room#2, Ku-ring-gai Library, Gordon.

Thank you to the Hornsby Advocate, Wednesday, March 11 [Link here]

Sentence for upskirter chef [page 5] Madelaine Wong
A HORNSBY sushi chef was caught taking videos up the skirts of young,
unsuspecting women at Woolworths Town Hall. Yosuki Ibaraki, of Hornsby, 37,
pleaded guilty after being charged with film persons’ private parts without consent
on January 26. A grocery shopper spotted him carrying out the perverted act and
reported it to security who approached Ibaraki. Police were patrolling the area
when they came across the dispute between security and Ibaraki, who’d attempted
to conceal his black mobile phone in a vegetable shelf. When the police asked to
see his phone he showed them a white phone but after being questioned further he
finally gave up a black phone, despite a last ditch attempt to select and delete all of
the videos. Police arrested him and conducted a search that found 22 videos of
seven women in the supermarket from 2.43pm to 3.20pm. In the footage women’s
underwear can be seen, with one video as long as one minute and 45 seconds.
According to court papers Ibaraki told police he thought all the women were about
25 years old. “He said it was his first time doing such an offence and that he was
going to watch it again later and masturbate over the videos,” police notes
state. “He also asked police if he was successful in recording the up skirting
videos.”
He was later taken to Day Street police station where officers confiscated his
phone and duplicated the videos for evidence. Some of the offences were also
captured on CCTV.
He was supported in court last week by his family, including a mother and child.
During sentencing he received a community corrections order with a conviction of
12 months and was ordered to undergo rehabilitation.
Street Watch [page 07]
GALSTON Police are investigating a break and enter at Green E Roses nursery
shed on Galston Rd. The incident happened between 3.45pm on March 2 and 6pm
on March 4, with $2850 worth of items pinched. It’s believed an unidentified
offender managed to gain entry by unknown means and stole two laptops, two
batteries, a charger and a blower.
WAHROONGA Residents are being urged to ensure their doors, windows and

garages are locked after a break enter and steal on Wahroonga Ave. On March 4
between 9.45am and 10.30am an unidentified person or group has opened a
ground floor sliding door and stole $64,000 worth of jewellery from the main
bedroom to the home. No one was home at the time of the incident.
HORNSBY Police are reviewing CCTV after a driver in the Hornsby Hospital car
park caused damaged to the boom gate on Palmerstone Rd. About 3pm on March
2 a black Audi entered the driveway of gate two and slowly crashed into the boom
gate causing it to come off its hinge and fall to the ground. The car was driven a
short distance before turning around and exiting the location. Footage depicts a
male driver with a female passenger at the front. The driver caused $200 worth of
damage.
BEROWRA The Wise Monkey Cafe on Berowra Waters Rd was broken into
between 4.30pm on March 3 and 5.15am on March 4. A total of $6000 of property
was damaged and stolen. An unknown person gained entry by forcing the lock on
a ground floor front window. The timber surrounds were damaged and cash stolen
from the register.
WESTLEIGH Between midnight and 5am on March 3 a home on Water Sessions
Rd was broken into as residents were asleep. Someone entered through the front
door and stole $1125 worth of property, including two iPhone X’s and $25 cash
from the loungeroom and master bedroom. Forensics were notified and police are
continuing their investigation into the robbery.

Dates for the Diary:

Tuesday 31 March: **Note - CANCELLED due to Covid19 pandemic **
Gordon/Killara/East Killara/some St Ives Neighbourhood Watch AGM 7-9pm @
Gordon Library meeting room #2. Rescheduled for Tuesday 24 November.
Wednesday 29 April: Gordon Area 3/4 (Turramurra) NHW meeting tbc.
Saturday 30 May: Self Defence Workshop for Women. Info. Note: NHW cannot
endorse a product or service. You must do your own research.
Sunday 19 July: **Note date change - new date tbc** NHW NSW Inc Inaugural
AGM 1-5pm @ Ryde/Eastwood Leagues Club
Wednesday 14 October: Gordon Area 3/4 (Turramurra) NHW meeting tbc.
Tuesday 24 November: Gordon/Killara/East Killara/some St Ives Neighbourhood
Watch AGM 7-9pm @ Gordon Library meeting room #2.

Thank you to the North Shore Times, Thursday 12 March [online edition link
here]

Street Watch [page 33]
ROSEVILLE A Roseville man has been charged after he allegedly committed a
sexual act in front of school girls earlier this month. The 38-year-old man is
accused of removing his clothing and covering his face while parked in his car on
Hill St about 3pm on March 3. Police allege the man squatted on the passenger
seat of his vehicle and committed a lewd act which was observed by two school
girls. The man was arrested and has been granted conditionail bail to appear at
Hornsby Court this month.

A Naremburn woman has been scammed while trying to sell a car on the Gumtree
website. An investigation was launched after a woman was contacted by a person
posing as a potential buyer who stated they were buying the car for their son in the
Northern Territory. The supposed buyer then claimed they would organise the car
to be transported and would transfer $1800 into the woman’s PayPal account so
she could pay the transport company. The scammers sent the woman a fake
PayPal email saying that the $1800 was on hold and requested that she transfer
$1800 into a bank account, claiming she would be reimbursed later. Anyone with
information is asked to call police.

Anyone interested in helping with a new online Neighbourhood Watch
Facebook page/group for Mt Kuring-gai?

Please email us here for more information.

17 March, from NHW Ku-ring-gai/Hornsby: We have been asked about the
Covid-19 virus and trustworthy sites for information.
The Hon Jonathan O'Dea MP has helped us with his response - thank you
Jonathan:
Here are some sites that are trustworthy. They host a range of information
including advice for students, home isolation, close and casual contacts, and

industries. Information also includes webinars, Australian Government travel
advice, and advice on flights with confirmed cases:


· NSW Health Webpage here.



· NSW Health detailed FAQs here.



· NSW Health Facebook page here.



· Federal Government Webpage here.

Both levels of government are providing translated materials and promoting
resources via social media. There is also a general COVID-19 Federal
Government Hotline on 1800 020 080. This is operational 24/7.
Panic and alarmism are not helpful in protecting the community from COVID 19.
Our best response to the virus is to heed expert health advice to wash hands
thoroughly and often, to cover our coughs and to self-isolate if necessary.
I hope you and your family maintain good health.

17 March, from the Sydney Morning Herald: One dead in fiery M1 truck crash
at Mount Kuring-gai

Full article here.

13 March, from Becky Wass: I’ve been feeling pretty helpless watching the
news.
Maybe you have too? I wanted to do something about it, so I’ve made a postcard
that I’ll be posting to my older neighbours as this progresses (after washing my
hands!).
If just one person feels less lonely or isolated when faced with this pandemic, then
I’ll feel better about it (I hope!). Coronavirus is scary. Let’s make kindness go
viral. Feel free to share/print/use. X

Printable pdf here.

15 March, from NSW Police Force: Police investigating the death of a
pedestrian in a hit-and-run on Sydney’s Northern Beaches have released
CCTV of a vehicle they are hoping to identify.
Officers from Northern Beaches Police Area Command found 66-year-old Antonio
‘Tony’ Plati critically injured on Oliver Street, Freshwater, about 5.45am on
Saturday 22 February 2020. He later died in hospital. Police believe the driver of
the 4WD towing a trailer might be able to assist with inquiries.
Investigators are also appealing for any motorists who might have been in the
Freshwater area around the time of the crash, and have dashcam footage relevant
to the investigation, to contact police. Strike Force Clarefield has been established
by detectives from Northern Beaches Police Area Command and the Crash
Investigation Unit to investigate the circumstances surrounding the incident.
Anyone with information about this incident is urged to contact Crime Stoppers:
1800 333 000 or https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au. Information is treated in strict
confidence.

13 March: Shared with permission from the Mt Colah/Kuring-gai Families
group:
If it was your car that just got rear ended outside of Mt Colah shops with the
second car leaving the scene in a hurry down the highway please message me.
There were many witnesses.

13 March: Shared with permission from the St Ives Community Group 10
March:
We had a man in a high viz jacket peering into our house at around 6:30pm. My
son was home and confronted him and he said he wanted to trim the trees. As he
was acting suspiciously, we have reported to police please be aware and report to
police if you see anything suspicious.

13 March, from Galston, Glenorie & Hills Local News: An Alert to local
business owners - this happened to a local business
Heads up - we were approached at the cafe today by a woman claiming to be from
up the road and in a hurry to get to her father who was just rushed to hospital from
a stroke and in the rush shut her door without grabbing keys and purse blah blah

blah. Desperate to get to hospital and in need of fuel, could you lend cash? Thank
you to Facebook communities for sharing this before so I was not blind sided. May
the Karma bus hit you hard for choosing stroke as the reason you evil witch 😡

13 March, from Burwood command: PREVENTING THEFTS FROM MOTOR
VEHICLES
Thefts from cars are often due to valuables being left in plain sight or doors and
windows being left unlocked. Thefts can occur at any time, so it is important not to
present an easy opportunity to thieves. In order to steal, thieves will smash a car
window or break locks, and the cost of repairs may exceed the value of the stolen
items. Follow these simple steps to help reduce the risk of thefts.
REMOVE ALL VALUABLES
• Do not leave any valuables in your vehicles. Take them with you if possible.
• If you must leave valuables in your car – place them in your boot without being
seen.
• Remove GPS units and wipe the suction mark off the window.
• Do not leave personal documents such as your registration or drivers licence in
your car. These items contain your home address.
• Do not leave house keys or garage door openers in your car – they may be stolen
and used in home burglaries.
LOCK UP
• Lock your car – always physically check it is locked, even when parking at home
or just leaving your car for a moment.
• Close all windows – including sunroof.
• Tradespeople – lock external tool boxes and equipment if they can’t be removed.
SECURE YOUR CAR
• Park in a locked garage if possible.
• Park in a well-lit area – thieves do not want to be caught breaking into cars, so
increase the risk that others will detect them.
• Install a car alarm
• Remove car key from ignition or turn the car off and turn the steering wheel to
lock.
• Invest in a steering wheel lock.

11 March, from Neighbourhood Watch - Galston, Glenorie, Arcadia & Dural -

Rural Areas: Reposted from another page
Stalkers thieves and the bad and ugly are at it again. Last week a couple were
seen taking photos of the front bushy boundary of our place.
He was short dark/black haired Caucasian beer belly wearing a black sport polo
shirt with orange trims and cargo shorts. About 26- 35 yrs about 180 cm ( 5foot 912 inches)
She was a blonde Caucasian shoulder length hair possibly 6-8 months pregnant (
if it were real) not a healthy or well looking lass. About 20-28. Roughly guessing
160-170 cm height ( 5 foot 4-7 inches)
Sneaking around on the verge across the road in the long grass which they
thought hid them. They saw me watching and fled into the neighbours property via
their broken wire fence.
Police were called out. Footage viewed.
Last night 930pm thieves on foot on our property. They fled to a silver car after we
were alerted to them and went after them. They had parked their vehicle on the
verge across the road (where I saw the couple) and drove down towards the creek
to where interestingly the final turning point is on CRR (captain As place) before
heading back past us at a very slow rate. Heading back to ONR. They were seen
in another neighbours driveway before ours.
Hopefully forensics will pull these rock spiders out into the light. Keep vigilant.

IMPORTANT CONTACTS & LINKS

Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance): 000
TTY: 106

NSW Police - Ku-ring-gai Police Area Command (PAC): 9476 9799
Hornsby Police Station, 292 Peats Ferry Road, Hornsby 2077

Ku-ring-gai Crime Prevention Officer: 9476 9723

Local Police Facebook page: @Kuring Gai PAC
Non-emergency two-way communication

Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 000
Report crime anonymously
Report suspicious activity asap

Police Assistance Line (PAL): 131 444
For non-urgent minor crime

NSW Police Community Portal
Online reporting of non-emergency minor crime: lost property, intentional damage,
graffiti or theft.

Interpreting & Translating Services: 131 450

NSW Police - website for crime prevention advice
Never be afraid or embarrassed to report a crime, concern or fear you have to the
Police. The Police are here to help you.

Neighbourhood Watch within Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby:
Website NHWKuringgaiHornsby.org.au
WatchOut.org.au - our one-stop-shop for crime prevention
Facebook @NHWKuringgaiHornsby
NHW in Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby Facebook Group
Twitter @NHWKRGHornsby
Email NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com

Local Facebook pages:
Our Crime Prevention WatchOut! Facebook page
Neighbourhood Watch - Berowra (technical issues)
Neighbourhood Watch - East Killara
Neighbourhood Watch - Galston, Glenorie, Arcadia, Dural (Rural Areas)
NHW Glaston, Glenorie, Arcadia & Dural (Rural Areas) Facebook Group
Neighbourhood Watch - Gordon
Gordon (NSW) Community (incl NHW) Facebook Group
Neighbourhood Watch - Hornsby
Neighbourhood Watch - Killara

Neighbourhood Watch - Mt Colah
Neighbourhood Watch - Normanhurst
Neighbourhood Watch - Pennant Hills
Neighbourhood Watch - St Ives
Neighbourhood Watch - Turramurra
Neighbourhood Watch - Wahroonga
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