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Neighbourhood Watch in
Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby
eNewsletter #376 - 25 December 2018
This weekly eNewsletter is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a
service for residents in Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby council areas. The eNewsletter is
a new type of Neighbourhood Watch; utilising the available technology to
keep people more connected and up-to-date with local crime and safety issues.

The eNewsletter includes a selection of posts from the Ku-ring-gai LAC Facebook
page (also known as 'eyewatch'), primarily for those not familiar
with Facebook. We add anything interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch point-ofview - this could be a local newspaper article, a roadwork warning, crime
prevention tip(s), an upcoming Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Q&As from
residents, or an item from an other Police command ("Crooks know no
boundaries!").
🚓 Have you seen anything we should share with the community? Please email our
NHW in Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby volunteers. We do value your contributions. Thank
you for your support.
🚓 Please feel free to share/forward this eNewsletter with your friends, family,
colleagues and neighbours.
🚓 Reading our eNewsletter for the first time? Click here to subscribe.

24 December, from Ku-ring-gai Police Area Command: To help make this
Christmas and holiday season as safe as possible for you, your family and
property please be mindful that while you are enjoying that quality time
together, there are those out there who would like nothing more than to
break into your home and take what isn’t theirs.
This is a timely reminder to prepare your home before you go away. Some
important tips include:


* Don’t advertise on social media when and where you are on holidays –
(Thieves will thank you for sending them your itinerary).



* Make your home looked lived in.



* Park your car in your driveway if you are away on holidays or ask a
neighbour who isn’t away to park their car in your driveway.



* Have someone clear your mailbox while you are away or put your mail on
hold with your local post office.



* Have the grass mowed and hedges trimmed.



* Arrange for a neighbour or friend to put your bins out on the correct night.



* Don’t leave tools, toys and other property outside – lock them away safely
in your shed.



* Consider timers on lamps in your home.



* Have sensor lights installed outside.



* Remember to activate your alarm if you have one.



* Lock your doors and windows every time you leave – even if only for a
short while and have secure locks installed on them.



* Lock your front door when you are at the back of the house or in the
garden.

The above is not an exhaustive list by any means, but it may just prevent a thief
from breaking into your home. Happy holidays - stay safe and enjoy your time
away!

22 December, from the NSW Police: This Christmas, it won’t be a question of
which rural road in NSW police will be on, but when they will be on it.
Operation Safe Arrival, the Christmas/New Year road safety-enforcement
operation, starts at 12.01am on Friday 21 December 2018 and concludes at

11.59pm on Tuesday 1 January 2019. Double demerits will be in force throughout
the period for speeding, seatbelt, mobile phone and motorcycle helmet offences.

Full Media Release here.

21 December, from NSW Road Safety: With the festive season in full swing,
it's a timely reminder to think about the extra pedestrians on our roads.
Please be careful and stay safe these holidays.
Find out more here.

21 December, from NSW Police: The NSW Police Force is warning members
of the community about an elaborate scam targeting retirees and other
Australians looking to purchase recreational vehicles and vessels, and
machinery.
Police from across NSW have received numerous reports in recent weeks relating
to the resurfacing of a scam involving illegitimate sellers of motor homes,
machinery, and boats. Investigators have been told the scam begins with what
appears to be a genuine seller of an item advertising through the classifieds. In
many cases, the advertised sale price is below market value. The advertisement
will feature a mobile number, which will not be answered, instead responding via
text message that they are unable to talk on the phone.

After asking if the buyer is interested in the item, the scammer may direct the
conversation to email to conduct price negotiations. Once a price is agreed, the
scammer requests a considerable payment (up to 50%) upfront by electronic
transfer, then provide instructions to contact a freight company to arrange delivery
and make final payment. It is understood that the freight company contact details
provided by the scammer defer to another scammer, who takes a final payment
before providing a fraudulent tracking number. The goods are never delivered, and
the money is not able to be recovered.
Inquiries have revealed the scam also involves identity takeovers, phishing, and
mobile phone porting, which further attempt to disguise the identities of those
involved. Detectives from the Financial Crimes Squad have commenced an
investigation and are urging the public to be vigilant when purchasing items
through online or newspaper classifieds.
If you have been the victim of a scam, you can report it to local police or to ACCC
Scamwatch at: https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/report-a-scam or by calling 1300
795 995.
Further, victims of identity theft can contact IDCARE for assistance to reduce the
harm experienced from the compromise and misuse of identity
information: https://www.idcare.org
To find out more information about this and similar scams or to find out other ways
to protect yourself, visit https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams/buying-orselling/classified-scams.

21 December, from NSW Police: Many families are facing their first
Christmas with empty chairs at the dinner table.
31 people lost their lives in 26 crashes during last year's Christmas/New Year
period. The choices you make when you are in your car, or riding your motorcycle,
could change a family's life forever. Is that something you could live with?

21 December, from Ku-ring-gai command: From all of us here at Ku-ring-gai
Police, we wish you and your loved ones a safe and very Merry Christmas.
Be safe and have fun but please don’t be tempted to drink and drive. That extra
drink you’re thinking of having is not worth putting your life or the lives of your
loved ones and other innocent people at risk. The last thing we want is for our
officers to knock on your door bringing bad tidings to you at this time of the
year. And remember, double demerit points are in place until midnight 1st January
2019. We want you to be with us here next year to share in the stories on our page
and have a bit of fun along the way.
MERRY CHRISTMAS

21 December, from NSW SES - Hornsby
Unit: #OperationalUpdate: #Berowra #Heights #hailstorm
#Hornsby #NSWSES have received over 386 calls for assistance, mainly from hail

damage in the Berowra Heights area. We are aware of issues calling 132 500 and
Telstra are currently investigating - please keep trying if you need to get through. If
water is leaking into your home near electrics we ask that you consider turning off
power if it is safe to do so and you are able. If you have sustained roof damage, we
ask that you collect together any spare tiles you may have so SES teams are able
to use them to make temporary repairs to your roof.
For emergency assistance during floods and storms, call NSW SES on 132 500. In
a life threatening emergency, call Triple Zero (000)

21 December, from NSW Police: Police are appealing for public assistance to
locate a woman missing from Newcastle.
Cecilia Devine, who turns 42 today (Friday 21 December 2018), was last seen in
Waratah on Wednesday 5 September 2018. Police from Newcastle City Police
District were alerted when her family and friends could not locate or contact
her. Concerns are held for her welfare.
Cecilia is described as being of Caucasian appearance, about 160cm tall, with a

large build, long blonde hair with undercut sides, and blue eyes.
It’s believed she may have travelled to Sydney and there was reported sightings of
her in the Hornsby and Blue Mountains area shortly after she was last seen.
Anyone who sees Cecilia, or believes they know her whereabouts, is urged to
contact police immediately.

21 December, from JB Hi-Fi: Hi Everyone,
Just a friendly warning that a mobile scam alert is doing the rounds. If you receive
a text from “JB” telling you took the Xth place in our Christmas’ prize draw please
ignore it. It has no affiliation with JB Hi-Fi. We recommend not clicking the link or
providing any details or information to the website it may lead you to. Please stay
safe and smart especially during the festive season. If in doubt about anything you
receive from JB Hi-Fi or “JB Hi-Fi”, please ask, we'll certainly help you out.
Thanks, The JB Team

20 December, from Ku-ring-gai command: Ku-ring-gai Police conducted a
“Park Smarter” operation with the view of educating our community to the
dangers of having valuables inside your vehicle, clearly visible from outside
your vehicle.
In one and a half hours, 91 vehicles parked in the Hornsby Westfield north car park
were identified as having valuables clearly visible from outside the vehicle. If one of
these flyers was placed under your windscreen wiper, then police identified
property of value in your vehicle that was clearly visible from outside your vehicle.
Some of the property identified through your windows were: lap tops, dash cams,
navigation devices, mobile phones, a number of ladies’ hand bags, purses and a
wallet, coins in consoles, a briefcase, bags of Christmas shopping, a Hornsby
Shire Council Rate notice which clearly showed the name and address of the rate
payer, car park entry tickets (easy for a thief to drive your car from the car park).
Two vehicles had windows down allowing full access to their vehicles.

19 December, from Ku-ring-gai command: 🚨Police are urging people to
LOCK their vehicles and remove valuables (including GPS and DASH Cam)
from out of sight, especially over this Christmas and New Year period.
Over the past week, there has been an increase in steal from motor vehicles within
the Ku-ring-gai PAC.🚨 Please remove all loose change, wallets, handbags, mobile
phones, GPS devices, laptops and anything else of value. Ensure that you lock all
windows and doors, even if you are in your driveway. Avoid parking in secluded
areas with little or no street lighting at night.

19 December, from Cop Humour Australia: To the 18 year old kid I stopped
on the highway,
You’re welcome. I’d like to believe that you were minutes away from creating an
unspeakable Christmas tragedy when I stopped you. If not only killing yourself, you
were well on your way to killing some innocent person who was minding their own
business doing nothing else wrong but being in front of you.
You said you didn’t realise how fast you were going. That’s a lie. You may not
realise when you’re doing 60 in a 50 but you are fully aware of every kilometre per
hour at 160. You realise it with every bump you hit. You realise it as you pass cars
so fast the wind moves your car. You realise it every time you drift over the line

and when you move the wheel the car reacts a lot quicker than you’re used to. You
absolutely realised it.
You were scared when I stopped you. You were visibly shaking and breathing
hard. Unfortunately, you were scared one minute too late and for the wrong
reason. You should have been scared that you were trying to kill yourself. I know
you’re invincible. I know that you can’t even fathom your own death.
I can tell you dozens of stories of dead and broken 18 year old bodies that I’ve
pulled from cars. Broken bodies that I’ve found in front yards after crashes.
Unrecognisable bodies. They thought they were invincible too. They weren’t. They
were gone so they missed the part where I had to tell their parents that they were
dead. Part of your soul disappears every time you have to tell parents that their kid
is dead.
I don’t KNOW your parents, but I know them. I know that when you leave every
day they say “Be careful. Drive safe.” Those aren’t just words. That is the very last
act of them pleading with you to come home safe. When they get a knock on the
door, it’s not “Good afternoon ma’am. Your 18 year old son just had a massive
heart attack.” It’s “Can we sit down? Your son has been involved in a very serious
crash. I’m so sorry. He’s died.” When you leave the house they know that, far and
away, the best chance you have of dying that day is in that car. Sometimes you’re
the innocent person hit by someone with no regard for anyone else and sometimes
you’re the one with no regard for anyone else. Today you were the latter.
You seemed like a really nice kid who made a bad decision. I don’t feel bad about
this ticket at all. In fact, I’m proud of it. I hope you’re paying it off for months and
with every payment you think about how it wasn’t worth it. I hope you slow down. I
hope that when your mum tells you to “drive safe” you make a promise to her, and
yourself, that you will. I hope you can envision me sitting in your kitchen telling your
screaming mother that you have been killed.
Slow down. Please. You are not invincible. I promise.

18 December, from 7 News Sydney: Gordon: A car has driven through a
barrier on level three of the Gordon Shopping Centre.

All passengers have been rescued.

From Hornsby Advocate, 20 December [link here]
Street Watch [Page 7]
HORNSBY Eleven people have been fined or given juvenile warnings following a
shoplifting operation at Westfield Hornsby. The police operation was held last
Thursday. Most people police spoke to had allegedly stolen items from Coles. The
youngest offender was a 15-year-old girl and the oldest a 68-year-old woman. The
value of the allegedly stolen goods varied from $40 to $138.
NORMANHURST A 25-year-old man has escaped serious injury after having an
epileptic seizure while driving on Pennant Hills Rd about 7am on Friday. Police
said the driver blacked out and crossed the centre divider before narrowly missing
oncoming traffic and crashing his car, about 100m from Osborn Rd. He was taken
to hospital by ambulance. Police said he did not suffer any serious injury and no
other vehicles were involved in the crash. A police investigation is ongoing into the
incident.
TURRAMURRA Thousands of dollars worth of cigarettes have been stolen from
Coles Turramurra, marking the second break-in at the supermarket in two weeks.

Police are appealing for witnesses after two unknown offenders drove up to the
supermarket about 3am on Monday and smashed a glass door. Police said the
duo then stole an unknown amount of cigarettes, thought to be worth thousands of
dollars, from a cigarettes kiosk. The supermarket was also hit early on Friday,
December 7, by an unknown duo. Police are reviewing CCTV footage and have
spoken to a witness. Investigations continue.
COWAN A truck crashed on the M1 about 4km south of the Hawkesbury River in
the early hours of Friday morning, causing delays to traffic. Police said the truck
veered across two lanes and crashed into a rock wall about 1.15am while heading
northbound. The crash scene was not cleared until about 8am.
AN Arcadia teenager was flown to Royal North Shore Hospital in a stable condition
after being burnt while setting fire to his HSC notes. The 18-year-old sustained
multiple burns to his upper and lower body after torching piles of study notes at a
property on Thursday, about 9am. Fire and Rescue confirmed the teen had tried to
burn his notes in a metal bin, using a liquid accelerant. NSW Ambulance said his
burns were “partial thickness” which is second degree burns, which could have
been worse. “He was given advice by 000 to cool his burns in the shower
immediately,” a NSW Ambulance spokeswoman said. “It was not the celebration
he had intended.” The boy was home alone during the book burning and his
mother arrived home to find a CareFlight helicopter and emergency services in her
yard. The fire was extinguished by the time a Castle Hill fire crew arrived. While the
teen was being treated other emergency services secured the scene.

Dates for the Diary:

Wednesday 23 January: Ku-ring-gai Council First Aid Course for young people.
$90. Info. Bookings youth services team on 9424 0981 or youth@kmc.nsw.gov.au.
Tuesday 05 February 2019: Safer Internet Day Info
Tuesday 19 February: Ku-ring-gai Council's Everything for Seniors Day 10am3pm @ St Ives Village Green & Community Hall. NHW Crime Prevention stall, with
kids photo booth, dress-ups, info and goodie bags.
Friday 08 March: Hornsby/Ku-ring-gai Women's Shelter fundraiser - Strength is
her Superpower. International Women's Day 2019.

Sunday 07 April: Lindfield Rotary Fun Run.

From the North Shore Times, Thursday 20 December [online edition here]:

Street Watch [page 15]
LINDFIELD A Treatts Rd resident had his wallet stolen from his unit last Thursday.
An unknown male knocked on the man’s door about 5pm asking him where the
communal laundry was. The resident walked the man to the laundry and later
discovered his wallet was missing. About 40 minutes later the man received a call
from his bank saying that someone had tried to use his credit card in a Gordon
shop.
LINDFIELD Between 9.30am and 3.30pm last Thursday offenders smashed a
ground-floor window of a home in Chelmsford Ave before entering at least three
rooms. Items stolen included cash, a credit card, foreign currency and two empty
Oroton purses. Several other homes in the area were broken into, with similar
items stolen.
[Page 11] A WOMAN who was sexually assaulted when she was 10 by a family
friend said she was forced to continue to see the “sick” man after he lied to her
parents. Roseville man David Carl Ewen, 51, pleaded guilty last week to
aggravated indecent assault of a person under the age of 16 in 2008. He was
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of 12 months, with a non-parole period of
eight months. In her victim impact statement read out at Ewen’s sentencing
hearing in the District Court, the woman said: “I was forced to be in his company. I
had to be kind and treat him like nothing happened.” She said the day after Ewen
had touched her genitals at his home she told her mother. When her mother
confronted him he denied it. Four days later a counselling session was arranged
for the victim, her parents and Ewen. “He persuaded my parents that I made it up,
but I always knew his act was purposeful and calculated,” she said. The woman
said she and her family continued to see him after the assault. “He was a sick man
revisiting his victim. How he continued the charade I don’t know.” The woman has
been plagued by nightmares. She fears the assault will continue to affect her.

25 December, from Fire & Rescue NSW BA Hazmat: Beware, there are fake
firefighters about.....
FRNSW is aware of some instances where individuals have passed themselves off
as ‘firefighters’ for the purpose of collecting money in return for provision of
services, charity or sale of commercial fire safety equipment.
FRNSW firefighters and employees do not collect money while on duty for sale of
commercial fire safety items, fire safety services, nor do they sell items such as
firefighter calendars on behalf of the agency.
To safeguard the community against fraud, FRNSW remind people to beware of
anyone identifying themselves as 'firefighters' while seeking money for commercial
fire services, fire related charities or fire safety products.
FRNSW does not produce a calendar for charity, nor does it directly sell – or
participate in the making of – charity firefighter calendars for sale to the public.
FRNSW officers do not door-knock with the intent of selling commercial items or
services; nor do FRNSW firefighters visit private/commercial properties seeking
money for fire service levies, automatic fire alarm charges or any other FRNSW
fee-based service.
FRNSW is a committed supporter of the Burns Unit at Westmead Children’s
Hospital and other notable charities and does collect money through authorised
activities.
Firefighters from FRNSW collecting or raising money on behalf of the agency for
an approved charity will be uniformed, will state what they are raising money for
and, will have name badges clearly visible.
If you have concerns of suspicious or unprofessional behaviour in individuals who
identify as a 'Fire & Rescue NSW firefighter' seeking money please contact Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000 [or Hornsby Police Station 9476 9799 - Ed].

23 December, from NSW SES: Fair Trading warns consumers about storm
damage
Commissioner for Fair Trading Rose Webb has today issued a warning that storms
which cause significant damage are often followed by scammers who try to take
advantage of vulnerable consumers. Ms Webb said there are ways consumers can
protect themselves when looking to hire tradespeople or contractors to fix
damages caused by severe weather.
"Following the recent destructive storms across NSW, consumers are reminded
that anyone who undertakes specialised work to fix damages such as smashed
windows, battered roofs or cars is required to have a valid licence or tradesperson
certificate," Ms Webb said.
Fair Trading offers an online tool on its website where consumers can verify
licence details and check whether a contractor or tradesperson is qualified to do
the job. Consumers are urged to do these checks before approving traders to
commence work.

Full Media Release here.

23 December, from Neighbourhood Watch in Ku-ring-gai/Hornsby: The
Neighbourhood Watch Australasia December journal is out and we are on
page 11.
Thank you to NHWA for including us and thank you to our volunteers for the
support mentioned in the articles, spreading the crime prevention advice
throughout the community in 2018.
We look forward to the next scheduled crime prevention display at the Ku-ring-gai
Council 'Everything for Seniors' day on Tuesday 19 February 2019. We will have a
crime prevention stall chockful of advice and freebies, as well as photo
opportunities for the kids with the police/criminal cut-out and police dress-ups.

Here's a link to an online edition.

22 December, shared from the St Ives Community Group:
To all St Ives
Please be more careful and don’t forget to lock all doors before you left home.
We just got robbed between 7pm-9pm in Stanley St.
They took all my jewellery and some cash with them, climb up from unlocked
balcony.
Someone was sleeping in one of the rooms and they still dared enough to went in
and took something
Stay safe and please lock all doors!!
Cheers

And from the comments: Easily done from balcony to balcony. Happened to me
many years ago on the third floor!

21 December, shared from Berowra Community group. Thanks Kate.
Tony spotted helping out in Berowra this afternoon.

From Ku-ring-gai Council: Have you picked up your FREE 2019 Road Safety
Calendar from council chambers?
The calendar combines punchy graphics and humour to convey some serious road
safety messages. It also aims to remind all road users to take responsibility for
their actions on the road. It lifts the lid on impact speed/braking times for wet and
dry conditions that will make you sit up and take notice. Plus, there’s a definitive
explanation of correctly crossing at traffic lights and being aware around trucks, as
well as a list of emergency contact numbers. Month-by-month topics covered are:


January: Indicators – A reminder to let other road users know what you’re
doing on the road.



February: Park and Walk – Encourages parents and carers to avoid the
chaos around school zones by parking further away and walking.



March: Courtesy – A reminder that a thank you wave can make someone’s
day.

More info here.

Have you seen the Hornsby Shire Council's website 'Emergencies' page?


What to do in an emergency



How to report storm damage



Assistance and information from the SES, eg



Emergency Repairs



Disaster Assistance Point



Disaster Welfare Assistance Line



Disaster Assistance Scheme



Managing Asbestos Waste After Storms



and Power Outage etc.

See Emergency page here.

21 December, shared from Thornleigh, Westleigh and Normanhurst
Community group: Hi everyone,
My iPhone was stolen in Pennant hills yesterday afternoon between 4-6pm on
Willis Avenue, Pennant Hills. It's an iPhone 5Se with a pink case. If anyone finds it
dumped someone if you could please let me know. I don't care about the phone
but I do have a lot of photo's that I would like to get back. I'm so disappointed that
someone has taken it. 😔

Thanks to Inner West Police Area Command.

IMPORTANT CONTACTS & LINKS

Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance): 000

NSW Police - Kuring-gai Local Area Command (LAC): 9476 9799
Hornsby Police Station, 292 Peats Ferry Road, Hornsby 2077

Kuring-gai Crime Prevention Officer: 9476 9723

Local Police Facebook page: @Kuring Gai LAC
Non-emergency two-way communication

Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 000
Report crime anonymously
Report suspicious activity asap

Police Assistance Line (PAL): 131 444
For non-urgent minor crime

NSW Police Community Portal
Online reporting of non-emergency minor crime: lost property, intentional damage,
graffiti or theft.

Interpreting & Translating Services: 131 450

NSW Police - website for crime prevention advice
Never be afraid or embarrassed to report a crime, concern or fear you have to the
Police. The Police are here to help you.

Neighbourhood Watch within Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby:
Website NHWKuringgaiHornsby.org.au
WatchOut.org.au - our one-stop-shop for crime prevention
Facebook @NHWKuringgaiHornsby
Twitter @NHWKRGHornsby
Email NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com

Local Facebook pages:
Our Crime Prevention WatchOut! Facebook page
Neighbourhood Watch - East Killara
Neighbourhood Watch - Gordon
Neighbourhood Watch - Hornsby
Neighbourhood Watch - Killara
Neighbourhood Watch - Normanhurst
Neighbourhood Watch - Pennant Hills
Neighbourhood Watch - St Ives
Neighbourhood Watch - Wahroonga
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