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Neighbourhood Watch in
Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby
eNewsletter # 344 - 14 May 2018
This weekly eNewsletter is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a
service for residents in Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby council areas. The eNewsletter is
a new type of Neighbourhood Watch; utilising the available technology to
keep people more connected and up-to-date with local crime and safety issues.

The eNewsletter includes a selection of posts from the Kuring-gai LAC Facebook
page (also known as 'eyewatch'), primarily for those not familiar
with Facebook. We add anything interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch point-ofview - this could be a local newspaper article, a roadwork warning, crime
prevention tip(s), an upcoming Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Q&As from
residents, or an item from an other Police command ("Crooks know no
boundaries!").
🚓 Have you seen anything we should share with the community? Please email our
NHW in Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby volunteers. We do value your contributions. Thank
you for your support.
🚓 Please feel free to share/forward this eNewsletter with your friends, family,

colleagues and neighbours.
🚓 Reading our eNewsletter for the first time? Click here to subscribe.

10 May, from Ku-ring-gai Police command: Make our new three Probationary
Constables welcome
Credit to Hornsby Advocate for the photo/article - page 11.

10 May, from Traffic & Highway Patrol command: Asquith Boys High School
Events & News 2018 - another great day speaking to over 200 year 10 & 11
students about keeping safe on our roads.
During the morning we got to talk to students, many who were L & P platers on the
risks of speeding, drink or drug driving, not wearing a seat belt or proper helmet,
driving fatigued, or distracted by a mobile phone. After that students were to view
vehicles & equipment, and speak to officers from NSW Ambulance , Rescue &
Bomb Disposal - NSW Police Force, along with Highway Patrol & Crash
Investigation Unit Officers from the Traffic & Highway Patrol Command. Also at the

event were the team from Moits who provided a Truck, with vehicles parked in
blind spots, where students (& teachers) got to jump in the cab & check to see if
they could see those vehicles in front, & behind, & along side (along with tooting
the horn!). A special thanks to the Principal, Mr Bryce Grant, for allowing us the
opportunity to speak to students directly, along with showcasing those who keep
us safe on NSW roads!

08 May, from NSW Police: Truck driver charged over road rage incident - St
Ives | Monday, 07 May 2018 09:13:50 PM
Police are appealing for witnesses after a road rage incident in Pymble today in
which a man was charged. About 11.45am (Monday 7 May 2018), a 55-year-old
man was driving a truck north on Forest Way, St Ives when he allegedly tailgated a
station wagon being driven by a 59-year-old man. When the vehicles stopped at

traffic lights, the truck driver allegedly threatened the station wagon driver with a
metal bar. When the lights turned green the vehicles continued on Mona Vale
Road, with the truck allegedly driving alongside the car before driving into its
lane. The truck driver then allegedly got out of his truck and smashed the front
window of the car. The car then drove up onto the kerb and drove from the scene
in order to escape. Police were notified about the incident and intercepted the truck
on the Pacific Highway, Pymble. The 55-year-old was arrested and taken to
Hornsby Hospital for blood and urine testing. He was subsequently issued a Field
Court Attendance Notice for malicious damage, menacing driving and use
offensive weapon, to appear at Hornsby Local Court at a later date.
Police are calling for witnesses who have yet to speak to police to come
forward. Police are urging anyone with information in relation to this incident to call
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or use the Crime Stoppers online reporting
page: https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au/ Information you provide will be treated in
the strictest of confidence.

Neighbourhood Watch have a rope banner. Rather than it stay in a cupboard
until the next community event, would you like to display it on a fence near you?
Display of extra Neighbourhood Watch signage may deter criminals in your area.
Please email us at NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com.

For further items to borrow, please look at our local Neighbourhood Watch website
NHWKuringgaiHornsby.org.au.

Our new Neighbourhood Watch crime prevention website watchout.org.au is
up and running thanks to our NHW volunteers.
Please keep your suggestions coming - we are continuously updating it to include
new links, and to ensure all the links are unbroken. Have you had a look?

Dates for the Diary:

Wednesday 16 May: FREE Law Week Talk - Retirement Villages 2pm @ Pennant
Hills Library. Info

Thursday 17 May: FREE 'The Facts about Dementia', Rotary Club of St Ives.
@ Peter Canisius House at Pymble. Ph: 0406 764 340
Thursday 17 May: $50 Self Defence Workshop for Women 7:00-8:45pm @
FunFit: Functional Fitness & Self Defence Centre, Gordon. Ph: 0411 411 289
[Note: NHW cannot endorse a product or service.]
Monday 21 May: FREE 'The Facts about Dementia', Rotary Club of St Ives.
@ Peter Canisius House at Pymble Ph: 0406 764 340
Monday 21 May: DV-Alert Training. Public Sessions at 3.30 - 5.50pm and 6.30pm
to 8.30pm
Saturday 26 May: PCYC BLUE LIGHT DISCO 5-7pm $5 Kindergarten to Year 6.
Cafe Open for Parents Bookings Ph: (02) 9477 2310
Wednesday 20 June: Friends Of Mount Colah Meeting 2 for 2018. 6:15-8:15pm
@ Mt Colah Pizzeria, 5/599 Pac Hwy, Mt Colah

14 May, From North Shore Mums group:
STOLEN- If anyone sees a post about someone selling a BRAND NEW Bugaboo
Fox (All Black) can you please let me know. My pram was stolen from my car last
Thursday night (still in box), from Lane Cove North

😥 Police are investigating,

but we believe the thieves will be trying to resell it.
Thanks & Regards, distraught first time mum-to-be

11 May, from Transport NSW: Traffic conditions in Frenchs Forest are
changing.
There will be further traffic changes from late May to upgrade Warringah Road in
Frenchs Forest. Be prepared for delays. Consider alternative routes, allow extra
time, and travel outside the peak where you can.

Please use Live Traffic NSW to keep up-to-date on the roads.

14 May, from the Australian Federal Police: SCAM ALERT
Be on the lookout for a complex new scam targeting the Chinese community
in Australia – it goes something like this:
1) The victims are told they are implicated in crimes in China.
2) The scammers then coerce the victims into a series of actions and make threats
that their families in China will be harmed if they don’t cooperate.
3) The victims’ families in China are told by the scammer their family members
have been kidnapped and will only be released if a large sum of money is paid.
In each case, the scammers communicate with the victims in Mandarin and falsely
claim to be Chinese government officials. If you think you are being – or have been
– scammed, help is on hand. Please contact your local police or consulate
immediately. Visit Scamwatch for tips on how you can protect yourself or report the
scam: https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
For more information, read our media release here.
The Scamwatch website has information about scams in Chinese languages.

14 May, from NSW Roads: New clearways proposed on Pacific Highway
between Wahroonga and Pymble.
We want your input on customer parking options in Pymble by Monday 21 May.
Visit NSW Roads & Maritime Services here.

12 May, from our neighbouring Ryde command: Police investigating a child
approach in Sydney’s north-west yesterday are appealing for public
assistance.

About 4.15pm (Friday 11 May 2018), police have been told a 16-year-old boy was
walking on Endeavour Street, West Ryde, when a grey Holden Commodore began
to follow him. A man inside the vehicle spoke to him but the boy continued to walk
on towards Bennett Street. As he approached the intersection, the car pulled up
again and stopped in front of the boy. The man left the vehicle and tried to grab
him but the boy managed to get away and ran onto Mons Avenue. The boy was
not injured. Officers from Ryde Police Area Command commenced an
investigation.
Investigators wish to speak with a man who may be able to assist with their
inquiries. He has been described as being of Caucasian appearance, aged in his
mid-40s to 50s, about 175cm tall, of an average build, with a bald head and partial
grey hair at the neck, and missing three teeth.
Anyone with information is urged to come forward. Police are urging anyone with
information in relation to this incident to call Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or
use the Crime Stoppers online reporting
page: https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au/ Information you provide will be treated in
the strictest of confidence.

April crime stats for Waitara.

April crime stats for North/South/Turramurra. (Oops, and a few North
Wahroonga too!)

Can't read? CTRL and + to increase your screen size, CTRL and - to decrease
your screen size.
April crime stats also shared on Gordon, Killara, East Killara, Hornsby,
Normanhurst and St Ives Neighbourhood Watch Facebook pages.

Email NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com for these and other suburbs' stats in
our command.

10 May, from the latest What's New at Consumer Reports newsletter. Watch
Your Debit and Credit Cards: Thieves Get Craftier With Skimmers
New 'shimmers' steal data from chip cards

Full article here.

From Mobile.ABC.net.au: Read how consent is now defined as "enthusiastic
consent".
‘I am that girl’ She was at the centre of one of Australia’s most controversial rape
trials. Her story serves as a warning about the need to understand what consent is
and the consequences of getting it wrong. By Louise Milligan

Full article here.

From Au.News.Yahoo.com: Urgent recall issued on Clark Rubber pool fence
An urgent recall has been issued for pool fences sold by Clark Rubber. The recall
has been issued by the Queensland Government, who say the company have now
agreed to initiate a voluntary product recall Australia-wide. Investigators found the
“Be Safe Portable Pool Fence” could be opened, without using the lock,
prompting the company to remove them off the shelves.
Full article here.

13 May, KILLARA Concerned residents sent evidence of last night's
commotion.
"Last night our neighborhood experienced quite a disturbance in the park and on
the tennis courts on Koola Ave. There was a large group of young people early in
the evening making a lot of noise clearly a considerable amount of alcohol
consumed and a huge mess left including broken glass. Our neighbors called the
police before 8pm and they responded, by that time the group had moved on. Our
neighbors took photos and called into the Gordon Police Station this morning to
ensure their phone call had been recorded plus report the mess left. We will report
this to the council as this is not the first time something like this has happened.
Some time back the Council were considering allowing this area to be used for
functions/parties on Friday and Saturday nights to raise revenue for the council.
People in the area were strongly opposed to this because of previous damage to
property and cars along with disruptive behavior and drug use, needles and
syringes found along with cans, bottles, used condoms and general rubbish, not
pleasant. We have not heard back from the council concerning this proposal and
had assumed it will not go ahead but they need to be aware we are concerned
about this type of behavior in the neighborhood. I imagine this information will be in
the Newsletter later this year but I think it is useful people are aware of these
things happening in our community (now)."

10 May, from NSW Police: Great News. A man missing from Sydney’s northwest has been located.
The 75-year-old was went missing from a care facility in North Turramurra about
4.45pm yesterday (Wednesday 9 May 2018). About 8.35am today (Thursday 10
May 2018), he was located by police from Bike Unit in bushland in Bobbin Head
National Park. He has been taken to Hornsby Hospital for observation.

From the Hornsby Advocate, Thursday 10 May [Online edition here].
PENNANT HILLS The driver of a stolen ute suspected of robbing a Thornleigh
cafe led police on a chase across northern Sydney before running away. Police

were called about 12.40am on Monday after the front window of a cafe on Station
St was smashed and $600 stolen from the shop’s cash register. Police were given
a description of a white ute which was seen leaving the area. About 10 minutes
later, police spotted a white Toyota Hilux near George St in Pennant Hills. The
driver of the vehicle tried to evade police starting a pursuit. The driver eventually
stopped at Kurrajong St, Pennant Hills, and ran into bushland. Police lost sight of
him. The plates on the vehicle were also stolen and did not match the Toyota
Hilux.
GALSTON An 18-year-old man has been charged with midrange drink driving
after being spotted reversing at high speed in the Galston Aquatic Centre carpark
on Galston Rd on Friday about 11.20pm. The man was tested and returned a
0.081 blood alcohol concentration. His licence was suspended and he will face
Hornsby Court on June 7.
REGIONWIDE Ku-ring-gai police have noticed an increase in numberplate thefts
across the region. They said about five to 10 numberplate thefts were reported
each week. Police are offering motorists free one-way screws to attach your
numberplate to your car in an effort to reduce the plates being stolen. To pick up
the screws, visit Hornsby police station on 292 Peats Ferry Rd. [NOTE: These
screws are made possible through the Neighbourhood Watch Australasia
Community Funding - Ed.]
NORTH TURRAMURRA Three goats’ heads were among goat remains found
near a children’s playground on Bobbin Head Rd on Saturday morning.
ASQUITH Police are investigating a fire at Asquith Oval after a Hyundai vehicle
was set alight on Sunday about 11.05pm. A witness said a man with a red hoodie
ran from the car before it was engulfed in flames.
BEROWRA A 21-year-old Berowra man has been charged with high-level drink
driving after police stopped him at Berowra Waters Rd on Saturday about
12.35am. He returned a 0.190 blood alcohol level.

From the North Shore Times, Thursday 10 May: One camera, $40,000 a week
[online edition here.]
Page 18: A NOTORIOUS speed camera in Wahroonga averages over $40,000
a week in fines, making it the most expensive speed camera in the region.
The camera is on the Pacific Highway in Wahroonga, between Gilda and Woodville
avenues. It is in a school zone near Knox Grammar School. It racked up $2.16
million worth of speeding fines between April 2017 and March 2018 — averaging
more than $40,000 a week. Mobile speed camera locations can be found on the
Centre for Road Safety website. A Transport for NSW spokesman said speed
cameras were there to save lives, not to fine drivers. “Speed is the biggest killer on
our roads and last year 168 people lost their lives in NSW because somebody was
driving too fast,” he said. He said a speed camera review was undertaken in 2016
and found there had been a 92 per cent reduction in fatalities at fixed speed
camera locations.
Page 20: David Ewen is charged with sexual assault of a three-year-old girl.
A NORTH shore man accused of sexually assaulting a three-year-old girl at a
NSW ski resort last year has had his bail suspended so he can attend an alcohol
and drug detox clinic. David Carl Ewen, 50, had his bail put on hold last Thursday
so he could attend Royal North Shore Hospital’s Herbert St Clinic for two weeks as
a full-time inpatient. The decision came as the Roseville man fronted Sydney’s
Downing Centre Court, where two of the four charges levelled against him by NSW
Police were dropped. Mr Ewen — who was previously a team manager at the
Lindfield Football Club — was initially charged in August last year with aggravated
indecent assault of a person under 16, sexual intercourse with a child under 10
and two counts of indecent assault against a person under 16 and his bail was
refused when he first fronted court.
Page 28: [edited] Bumper year for parking fines
KU-RING-GAI Council is on track to issue its highest number of parking tickets for

a financial year since detailed records began, delivering $2 million in
revenue. Council has blamed the large number of fines on the increased
population in the area which led to high demand for parking spots. The council
issued 12,125 parking tickets between July 2017 and March 2018 equating to just
over $2 million in fines. At the current rate, the council will issue over 16,000 tickets
by the end of the financial year equating to more than $2.7 million in fines.

09 May, from North Shore Mums group: Cot theft!
Last week our cot was stolen from our garage in Lane Cove North. My husband
and I had spent weeks refinishing it before my first son was born and we were
about to start using it for my 6 month old. Anyway, whoever stole it is missing a few
key pieces so it's basically useless and will likely be tossed to the curb. I know it's
a long shot but if anyone happens to see it can you please contact me? I've
attached a picture of the same cot here but in a slightly different colour (we stupidly
never took a photo of it refinished). It's pine wood with a mahogany/redwood finish.
A very generous family in Lane Cove has since given us a cot and we are truly
grateful but I still have a little bit of hope that ours will turn up.

From StyleInsider: Wow! These shorts are needed for keeping valuables safe
at the beach!

Product Info here.
Please note: Neighbourhood Watch cannot endorse any product or service. We
can simply bring them to your attention. You must do your own research.

09 May, Another warning from the St Ives Community group:
A neighbour in Cassandra Avenue was broken into and robbed about 10 days ago
in the daytime, and my next door neighbour said someone had definitely been in
their yard that day, but their dog probably put them off because he was inside the
house and has a good loud bark when he's roused.

09 May, BEWARE WAHROONGA! A resident wants to share this warning:
We were broken into and robbed last Thursday about midday in Wahroonga in
Woonona Avenue.

And another added: I know a friend in Wahroonga was broken into last week.
During the day.

08 May, Further clarification from the council regarding this intersection
[edited]. Thanks to Emily for sharing in the St Ives Community group.
Hello everyone, I’m on the St Ives North P&C and we sought formal advice from
Ku-ring-gai Council on the new markings through the Toolang Rd/Memorial
Avenue intersection:
“Eastbound traffic on Toolang Road turning right into Memorial Avenue and
northbound traffic in Memorial Avenue turning left into Toolang Road have right of
way. These vehicles are following the white turning broken lines; hence they are
meant to continue with no stopping. “The other two legs are controlled by ‘Give
Way’ and they must give way to other traffic.”
Council has also advised us that northbound cars that are continuing into the
Memorial Avenue cul de sac OR turning right into Toolang / Raleigh Creacent must
indicate and give way to the cars turning right from Toolang into Memorial. (That is,
to treat Toolang as it turns right into Memorial as the main or continuous road, and
all of the other side roads as minor roads that have to give way when turning both
in and out.)

08 May, from 7News: The phone scam fooling hundreds of Aussies
This is the missed call you don’t want to return. Almost 200 Australians a month
are being stung by the latest phone scam doing the rounds, known as Wangiri
scams. Fraudsters call from an overseas number, hoping you ring back. If you do,
you’re charged a premium and the scammer keeps a large chunk of the money,
similar to a 1300 call.
More info and how to block calls here.

From Hornsby Shire Council: Wednesday 16 May, 2pm FREE Law Week Talk
- Retirement Villages
Are you contemplating moving to a retirement village or have questions on the
subject? Come along to this informative talk and hear Cecilia Castle of Castle
Lawyers talk about:


The legal implications of transitioning from your own home to a retirement
village



The different models of ownership in retirement villages



Lifestyle choices offered by retirement village living

Venue: Pennant Hills Library, Cnr. Ramsay & Yarrara Rds, Pennant
Hills. Time: 2pm, Cost: Free. Contact: Pennant Hills Library, Phone: 9847 6100

Happy Mother’s Day to all the police mums, mums of police officers, and
mums who are partners of police officers across Australia! Y’all are some
pretty amazing and bad ass women!

😎

Also, massive shout-out to the fathers

out there who also fulfil the role of “mum” single handedly. We see you, and we
appreciate you!

❤️ Enjoy your day, whether it be at work or at home!

Love from the Cop Humour Australia Team x

IMPORTANT CONTACTS & LINKS

Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance): 000

NSW Police - Ku-ring-gai Police Area Command (PAC): 9476 9799
Hornsby Police Station, 292 Peats Ferry Road, Hornsby 2077

Ku-ring-gai Crime Prevention Officer: 9476 9723

Local Police Facebook page: @KuringGaiPAC
Non-emergency two-way communication
Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 000
Report crime anonymously
Report suspicious activity asap
Police Assistance Line (PAL): 131 444
For non-urgent minor crime

NSW Police Community Portal
Online reporting of non-emergency minor crime: lost property, intentional damage,
graffiti or theft.
Interpreting & Translating Services: 131 450

NSW Police - website for crime prevention advice
Never be afraid or embarrassed to report a crime, concern or fear you have to the
Police. The Police are here to help you.
Neighbourhood Watch within Ku-ring-gai and Hornsby council areas:
Website nhwkuringgaihornsby.org.au
Our Crime Prevention website WatchOut.org.au
Facebook @NHWKuringgaiHornsby
Twitter @NHWKRGHornsby
Email NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com
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