'eyewatch' & crime prevention in Hornsby & Ku-ring-gai
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Ku-ring-gai NSW Police Local
Area Command (LAC)
eNewsletter # 322 - 11 December 2017
This weekly eNewsletter is compiled by Neighbourhood Watch volunteers as a
service for residents in the NSW Police Force - Ku-ring-gai Local Area Command
(LAC), which includes most of the Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai council areas. The
eNewsletter is a new type of Neighbourhood Watch; utilising the available
technology to keep people more connected and up-to-date with local crime and
safety issues.
The eNewsletter includes a selection of posts from the Kuring-gai LAC Facebook
page (also known as 'eyewatch'), primarily for those not familiar
with Facebook. We add anything interesting from a Neighbourhood Watch point-ofview - this could be a local newspaper article, a roadwork warning, crime
prevention tip(s), an upcoming Neighbourhood Watch meeting, Q&As from
residents, or an item from an other Police command ("Crooks know no
boundaries!").
🚓 Have you seen anything we should share with the community? Please email our
NHW in Ku-ring-gai & Hornsby volunteers. We do value your contributions. Thank
you for your support.
🚓 Please feel free to share/forward this eNewsletter with your friends, family,
colleagues and neighbours.
🚓 Reading our eNewsletter for the first time? Click here to subscribe.

09 December, from Fire & Rescue NSW: Tis the season to be jolly... and fire

safe.
Remember not to overload power boards with Christmas tree lights and
decorations as they have the potential to cause house fires.
Visit www.fire.nsw.gov.au/summer to find out more about how to stay fire-safe this
festive season.

09 December, from Traffic & Highway Patrol command: The Manly
Daily today's ‘letter to the Editor’

08 December, from Ku-ring-gai SES: IF IT'S FLOODED, FORGET IT!
The recent King Tides have seen sections of roadway within Bobbin Head National
Park, on the boundary of the areas covered by Ku-Ring-Gai SES and NSW SES Hornsby Unit, being inundated with water. Walking, riding or driving through
floodwater can be very dangerous, as the condition of the road surface, and the
ground under it, cannot be known. Not to mention the damage that immersion in
water (especially salt water) can cause to your car's motor and body. Driving
through floodwater is just stupid. You may feel like a hero, but the second the
engine conks out (or when you find your car falling apart weeks later due to rust),
you'll feel like a real #duckhead. When King Tides are forecast, do yourself a
favour, and find another way around.
Tides of similar height to those experienced over the last few days are forecast for
1st to 5th January 2018 and 30th January to February 3rd 2018.

08 December, from News.com.au: IF YOU think you can text behind the
wheel without being caught, think again.
New technology photographing drivers from above is soon to arrive.
Full article here.

07 December, from NSW Public Schools: Online bullying is on the increase –
let’s shut it down.
For more information please

visit: https://antibullying.nsw.gov.au/ #OnlineSafety #unfollowbullying
*If you or someone you know is experiencing online abuse, please contact
the Office of the eSafety Commissioner here: https://esafety.gov.au/

06 December, from 7News Sydney: A teenage boy in a motorised wheelchair
has died after being hit by a truck at a busy intersection in Hornsby.
Police statement: Police will prepare a report for the Coroner following the death of
a teenager at Hornsby yesterday. Just after 4.15pm (Tuesday 5 December 2017),
emergency services were called to the intersection of Peats Ferry Road and Bridge
Road at Hornsby, after a Kenworth tipper truck and dog has struck a teenage boy
in a motorised wheelchair. The 16-year-old boy died at the scene. The truck driver,
a 62-year-old man, was not injured and was taken to Hornsby Hospital where he
underwent mandatory blood and urine testing. Officers from Kuring Gai Local Area
Command attended and with the assistance of the Metropolitan Crash
Investigation Unit are investigating the circumstances surrounding the crash.
Anyone with information is urged to contact Crime Stoppers.
Story: https://yhoo.it/2nuMqJT

Carols in the Park, 5-9pm Saturday 09 December at Bicentennial Park West
Pymble
Our volunteers and the local Police had a crime prevention stall, fun photo booth,
colouring-in and tattoos etc. Lots of advice and giveaways. Around 2,500 were
guesstimated to be at the evening. We had gorgeous weather and some good
questions and answers at the crime prevention stall. As ever, the carnival-style
photo booth was a big hit with the kids, and the FREE car rego plate locking
screws were a big hit with the big kids! Thank you to the police officers for helping
with many photo opportunities. Thank you to our volunteers, Mary B, Mary W, Phil,
Clare & Jason, and especially Ben who liaised and made this happen.

11 December, from Marine Rescue NSW: Expired Flare Collection Dates
Greater Sydney region boaters. Dig out those old flares and dispose of them
safely.

08 December, from Stay Smart Online: The Christmas Grinch has scammed
me—what should I do?
Don’t feel helpless or embarrassed if you’ve been hit by an online scam at
Christmas time. You’re not the only one.
Don’t let the Christmas Grinch ruin your holiday. If you do become the victim of an
online scam, take these steps to limit the damage and protect yourself.
Click here for advice.

From the 'Our 20 Favourite Crime Prevention Tips to Protect Your Identity'
Tip#9. When leaving a device in a vehicle, don’t just remove it from view – turn it
off, to avoid a criminal’s software identifying your hidden device.
Tip#14. When finished with a device, remember to delete all personal information
using erase software and then reset to factory settings. If it is no longer needed,
use a magnet to destroy the digital memory. Better still, use a hammer, drill or
scissors.
Tip#15. NEVER allow your browser to remember passwords. If in doubt how, ask
for help with settings - it’s important.
Tip#16. Know the best crime prevention information on the internet.
Neighbourhood Watch has created www.WatchOut.org.au to point you in the right
direction.
Tip#17. Be aware that photos can contain ‘geotag’ information that identifies the
location where they were taken. Consider changing the settings to remove this
property. Consider whether to avoid ‘check-ins’ on Socal media.
Tip#20. If you think your identity has been compromised – act quickly. Contact the
Police (PAL) and iDcare below. To protect others, report all suspected
frauds/scams - use “Where to Report Different Scams” at:
www.moneysmart.gov.au/scams/report-a-scam. For Cybercrime, report to the
Australian Cybercrime Online Reporting Network (ACORN) www.acorn.gov.au.
Check your credit report annually (FREE if not in a hurry) and as soon as you are
concerned: www.mycreditfile.com.au.
For your copy of any in the 20 Tips series, email us here.

06 December, from Stay Smart Online: Businesses: Check your database
security
Priority Level: Moderate
Australian businesses and other organisations are being warned to check their
databases are secure after reports that millions of people have had their personal
details exposed due to an insecure database. Researchers from the security firm
Kromtech Security Center found a company based in Tel Aviv had an open
MongoDB database online, potentially exposing personal data on about 31 million
people across the globe. Those people had all installed a keyboard app for their
Android device, “Ai.type”.

Full Media Release here.

Dates for the Diary:
Tuesday 12 December: Farewell to Shane Austin (Mt Colah NHW) 7pm @ Mt
Colah Pizzeria, Pac Hwy (Nr Post Office, opp Station)
Sunday 17 December: Annual Santa Run Westleigh Rural Fire Brigade
830am commencing from Warrigal Dv, Westleigh & visiting Westleigh and parts of
Thornleigh.
Monday 25 December: New WatchOut! website to be made public. See
https://watchout.org.au/ at a screen near you.
Monday 25 December: Our revised Neighbourhood Watch website to be made
public. See https://nhwkuringgaihornsby.org.au/ at a screen near you.
Wednesday 18 January: First aid course for young people 8:45 AM -4:30 PM
@ Gordon Library - Meeting Room 2, 799 Pacific Highway, Gordon Cost $90 (incl
course & lunch) Ph: 9424 0981 Info.
Monday 12 February 2018: 'All Areas' Neighbourhood Watch meeting. 6pm @
Gordon Police Station (tbc)
Saturday 03 March: The North Shore Black & White Charity Ball 7pm @ Killara
Golf Club. Info.
Monday 18 March: Ku-ring-gai Police & Community Safety Committee (KPCSC)
meeting.

08 December, from NSW Police [edited]: Officers from the Joint Traffic Task
Force today inspected a number of trucks belonging to an excavation
company following a fatal crash in Hornsby earlier this week.
About 8am today (Friday 8 December 2017), officers from the Joint Traffic Task
Force, conducted a compliance audit of 24 truck and trailers, at the Wetherill Park
Heavy Vehicle Inspection Station. During the inspections, police issued 11 minor
defect notices for a variety of defects, and two major defect notices for speed
tampering. The operation came in response to a crash on Tuesday (5 December
2017), when a tipper truck struck and killed a 16-year-old boy in a motorised
wheelchair at the intersection of Peats Ferry Road and Bridge Road at Hornsby.

07 December, from NSW Food Authority: Recall: Warburn Estate Bottled
Wine
The NSW Food Authority advises: Warburn Estate has recalled assorted wine
products from BWS, Dan Murphy's and independent liquor stores and hotels
nationally due to a packaging fault resulting in the presence of glass.
Full Media Release warning here.

08 December, from the ScamWatch group: Thanks Andrea
Just an hour ago I was contacted by someone [from overseas] supposedly from
the 'do not call register' who had my name and address and phone number. After a
long spiel and several operators the end of the conversation was that as I am a
'senior person in Australia' for a one-off fee of $29.95 they would send me a device
to attach to my phone line which would monitor my unwanted calls and block
them. When I said that I didn't have a credit card and for him to send me an

invoice, he told me that there would be a 60 day delay in activating the device and
to make it faster with no delays a payment via a credit card would be better, I then
again asked for an invoice to be sent to me at the address that he already had
quoted. He then hung up! I have contacted the Telstra 'do not call department' and
have also informed the 'Scam Watch' phone number. The person on this line
informed me that this is a know scam. Please be aware everyone as they seem to
targeting 'older persons' again, just at a time when you are thinking of other things.
ACMADOTGOV Do Not Call Register - click here.
Telstra Unwelcome calls (info, blocking etc) - click here.

From Hornsby Shire Council: Your phone can wait.
For more information visit hornsby.nsw.gov.au/distracted #distracted

05 December, from the NSW Government Department of Primary Industries
Food Authority - Register of Penalty Notices: Plenty on the register for
Hornsby, unfortunately.
Click here for access to Register of Penalty Notices

05 December, from the Office of the eSafety Commissioner: What info will a
smart watch collect about your child?
Find out how to keep safe with wearable tech this Christmas in our eSafety gift
guideclick here.

10 December, from the Berowra Community Page group: To the scum
(professional framing business) who thought it was ok to dump their scraps

(including glass which is not allowed) and rubbish on top of my bulk
collection pile on BWR between 9 and 2:30 today. Not happy.
Anyone who wants to report illegal dumping:
Report to NSW EPA here: http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/litter-andillegal-dumping/illegal-dumping-dumpers
Report to Hornsby Shire Council
here: http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/property/waste-and-recycling/dumpedrubbish

October Crime Stats for Arcadia:

For the October crime stats for your suburb, email us here.

From the Hornsby Advocate Thursday 07 December 2017. Read online here.
Page 7: Wheelchair-bound teen dies [edited]
Student killed by NorthConnex truck in CBD

The scene of the fatality at the Peats Ferry and Bridge roads intersection on
Tuesday afternoon. Picture: Patrick Bebgie
A WHEELCHAIR-bound student from Pennant Hills High School was struck and

killed by a truck in Hornsby on Tuesday — leaving devastated community
members asking what will be done to ensure safety on our roads. Emergency
services were called to the Peats Ferry and Bridge roads intersection about
4.15pm on Tuesday after reports of a crash. Police confirmed Leon Zhu, 16, died
at the scene, while the truck driver was taken to Hornsby Hospital to undergo
mandatory testing.
Page 8: Street Watch:
COWAN A driver will face court for several offences after the car he was driving
was detected speeding up to 137km/h on the M1 motorway. The 27-year-old man
from Koolewong was breath tested at the scene and returned a mid-range reading
of 0.147. His licence was suspended on the spot.
BEROWRA Police received a report of youths setting fire to bark at Berowra
Skatepark on Friday night. Police did not find any evidence of a fire but several
teenagers were moved on.
ST IVES Police are warning tradies to be alert and double check they have locked
their ute trays after thieves stole about $5000 worth of tools from the rear trays of
several utes parked in Killeaton St at the weekend.
HORNSBY A 20-year-old Mt Colah man will face court for using offensive
language and resisting arrest after he was allegedly confronting and yelling at
passers-by in Memorial Park on Friday night. When police attempted to arrest him
he allegedly resisted by pushing police officers away.
WAHROONGA An occupant disturbed a would-be thief while trying to steal money
from a wallet inside a house last Wednesday about 10.30am. She was described
as about aged between 25 and 30, caucasian with short black hair.
WAHROONGA Hornsby police have warned residents to be cautious after a case
of identity fraud. A Telstra customer was recently defrauded of $200 in phone bills
he had not accrued. An unknown person had used the man’s identity to set up
Telstra accounts. A police spokesman said: “It’s imperative that you don’t disclose
personal information to anyone. People get scam calls and tell the caller all their
details. Criminals dumpster dive too, so don’t recycle old statements. Many of the
people who commit these crimes are professionals, so beware.”
HORNSBY More than 1000 fines for mobile phone use, 300 for not keeping left
and 500 vehicle defects was the result of a major one-day police operation that

included Ku-ring-gai local area command. The infringements were issued during
Operation Compliance 5, which targeted dangerous driver behaviour. Traffic and
Highway Patrol’s Assistant Commissioner Michael Corboy said the operation
should serve as a warning for all drivers of the risks on roads. “Despite the
numerous warnings and obvious dangers to drivers and innocent road users, the
message not to text and drive is just not getting through,’’ he said. “In a single day,
officers issued more than 1000 infringements to people who made the selfish
choice to use their phone while driving. It is also disturbing to see so many vehicles
that are not roadworthy still out on our roads, putting drivers and other innocent
road users at risk.”
Page 11: Injury to brain was ‘avoidable’
Company failed safety measures
A THORNLEIGH builder was fined $75,000 after a carpenter suffered serious brain
injuries on a work site in September 2015. Sydney District Court was told CTN
Construction Pty Ltd pleaded guilty to failing to ensure the safety of workers after a
67-year-old man fell through an unprotected stairwell void at Roseville. Better
Regulation Minister Matt Kean said the company was specifically fined for not
providing guard rails or suitable cover at the residential construction site. The man
suffered a traumatic brain injury, multiple fractures to his skull and face, a
punctured lung, a fractured collarbone and minor neck fractures that left him in
hospital for two months. Mr Kean said the Safe-Work investigation found that the
worker had not been provided with information and training about the void and
there were no control measures in place to address the risk.

From Mt Colah Neighbourhood Watch: Watchers.
A reminder that our long time Mt Colah NHW stalwart Shane Austin is moving from
Mt Colah to Orange NSW. For us to all say our farewells there is a gathering at
7pm this Tues 12 Dec 2017 at Mt Colah Pizzeria, Pacific Hwy (near the Post
Office opposite the station.). To help the managers George & Sanaa with our
seating arrangements please let me know if you would like to attend. The following
day Wed 13 Dec @ 6:30pm Shane will be presented with a Certificate of
Appreciation by Mayor Philip Ruddock at the Hornsby Shire Council monthly public
meeting.

Mick Gallagher. Mob: 0418 112 675
Area Co-ordinator Mt Colah NHW.

From the North Shore Times, Thursday 07 December:
Page 15: Street Watch
L I N D F I E L D Police are appealing to the public for information in regards to a
break and enter in Strickland Ave. Between 10.15am and 2.55pm on Monday, a
house was broken into through a window on the ground floor. There were no signs
of forced entry. Once inside, more than $15,000 worth of property was stolen from
the main bedroom including passports, phones, jewellery, cameras and thousands
of dollars in cash.
Knife man escapes A man has attempted to rob a business in Roseville by using
a knife. The man entered the business on the Pacific Highway at 10pm on Sunday
and demanded an employee give him money, while pointing a knife at the female
staff member. The owner of the business discovered the situation and challenged
the offender, causing him to flee. Police later found the man running along the
Pacific Highway, but were unable to catch him. The offender is described as
175cm tall, thin build and with blonde hair. He is believed to have been driving a
silver sedan.

07 December, from Ku-ring-gai Council: Have a Plan B this festive season –
don’t drink and drive
Several Councils have carpooled together to remind residents and visitors to have
a Plan B before heading for a night out and to reinforce the safety message that
drink driving is not an option.
Full Media Release here.

Thanks to UK Cop Humour

IMPORTANT CONTACTS & LINKS
Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance): 000
NSW Police - Kuring-gai Local Area Command (LAC): 9476 9799
Hornsby Police Station, 292 Peats Ferry Road, Hornsby 2077
Kuring-gai Crime Prevention Officer: 9476 9723
Local Police Facebook page: @Kuring Gai LAC
Non-emergency two-way communication
Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 000

Report crime anonymously
Report suspicious activity asap
Police Assistance Line (PAL): 131 444
For non-urgent minor crime
NSW Police Community Portal
Online reporting of non-emergency minor crime: lost property, intentional damage,
graffiti or theft.
Interpreting & Translating Services: 131 450
NSW Police - website for crime prevention advice
Never be afraid or embarrassed to report a crime, concern or fear you have to the
Police. The Police are here to help you.
Neighbourhood Watch within the Kuring Gai LAC:
Website nhwkuringgaihornsby.wixsite.com/nhwkuringgaihornsby
Facebook @NHWKuringgaiHornsby
Twitter @NHWKuringGaiLAC
Email NHWKuringgaiHornsby@gmail.com
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